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CU and its faculties
Abbreviations of the names 
of the faculties of Comenius  
University Bratislava
CU–Comenius University Bratislava
FMED–Faculty of Medicine

FMPI–Faculty of Mathematics, Physics and 
Informatics
FRCTH–Faculty of Roman Catholic Theology of 
Cyril and Methodius
FELTH–Evangelical Lutheran Theological Faculty
FM–Faculty of Management
FSES–Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences

Faculty of Law  
 
prof. JUDr. Eduard Burda, PhD.
Dean of the Faculty of Law
Number of students	   2,842
International students	     197
Number of study programmes	       65

Faculty of Natural Sciences  
 
prof. RNDr. Peter Fedor, DrSc.
Dean of the Faculty of Natural Sciences
Number of students	   2,285
International students	     278
Number of study programmes	     118

Faculty of Medicine  
 
prof. MUDr. Juraj Payer, PhD., MPH, FRCP, FEFIM 
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine
Number of students	   3,652
International students	   1,114
Number of study programmes	       96

Faculty of Education  
 
prof. PaedDr. Katarína Žilková, PhD.
Dean of the Faculty of Education
Number of students	   2,360
International students	       65
Number of study programmes	       78

FLAW–Faculty of Law
FARS–Faculty of Arts
FNS–Faculty of Natural Sciences
FEDU–Faculty of Education
FPHARM–Faculty of Pharmacy
FSPORT–Faculty of Physical Education and Sport
JFMED–Jessenius Faculty of Medicine in Martin

Faculty of Arts  
 
prof. Mgr. Marián Zouhar, PhD.
Dean of the Faculty of Arts
Number of students	   2,625
International students	     279
Number of study programmes	     135

Comenius University Bratislava 
 
prof. JUDr. Marek Števček, DrSc.
Rector of Comenius University
Number of students	 23,214
International students	   3,800
Number of study programmes	     806



Faculty of Pharmacy  
 
prof. PharmDr. Ján Klimas, PhD., MPH
Dean of the Faculty of Pharmacy
Number of students	     882
International students	       69
Number of study programmes	       25

Jessenius Faculty of Medicine in Martin  
 
prof. MUDr. Andrea Čalkovská, DrSc. 
Dean of the Jessenius Faculty of Medicine in Martin
Number of students	   1,910
International students	     557
Number of study programmes	       76

Faculty of Roman Catholic Theology  
of Cyril and Methodius
 
Assoc. Prof. ThDr. Ing. Jozef Jančovič, PhD. 
Dean of the Faculty of Roman Catholic Theology 
of Cyril and Methodius
Number of students	     101
International students	         8
Number of study programmes	         3

Faculty of Management  
 
prof. Mgr. Peter Štarchoň, PhD.
Dean of the Faculty of Management
Number of students	   2,596
International students	     624
Number of study programmes	       17

Faculty of Physical Education and Sport  
 
prof. RNDr. Viktor Bielik, PhD.
Dean of the Faculty of Physical Education and Sport 
Number of students	   1,073
International students	       43
Number of study programmes	       11

Evangelical Lutheran Theological Faculty
FM–Faculty of Management

Mgr. Milan Jurík, PhD.
Dean of the Evangelical Lutheran Theological Faculty 
Number of students	       58
International students	       16
Number of study programmes	       13

Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences  
 
prof. JUDr. PhDr. Lucia Mokrá, PhD. 
Dean of the Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences 
Number of students	   1,185
International students	     137
Number of study programmes	       31

Faculty of Mathematics, Physics and Informatics  
 
prof. RNDr. Daniel Ševčovič, DrSc.
Dean of the Faculty of Mathematics, 
Physics and Informatics
Number of students	   1,645
International students	     413
Number of study programmes	     138
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BEGINNINGS, THE PRESENT, 
AND FUTURE DIRECTION

Dormitories were lacking 
in the past too
Housing was a challenge for earlier genera-
tions as well. The problem was most acute 
immediately after the founding of Comenius 
University in 1919. Bratislava, as a city with-
out a tradition of higher education, had virtu-
ally no buildings where students could live. 
Dormitories were gradually added, but their 
capacity never met the demand. A temporary 
wooden dormitory for 220 people was built 
by the university in 1921 on what is now 
the 29 August Street in Bratislava. From the 
outset, it was inadequate for the number 
of applicants and also unsatisfactory in 
terms of sanitation. More modern accommo-
dation was offered by dormitories financed 
by the churches; in the 1920s and 1930s the 
Catholic Svoradov dormitory and the 
Evangelical Štefánik’s Home dormitory were 
constructed.

The first high‑quality, larger dormitory belong-
ing to the university was opened in 1930. 
The new building in the Lanfranconi area 
(today the seat of the Faculty of Physical 
Education and Sport) accommodated 
400 students in double and single rooms, 
with study rooms, common rooms, and 
sports facilities at their disposal. For its time, 
it was very modern housing, with central  
heating and electricity installed. The wom-
en’s university dormitory was located on 
Cintorínska and Francisci Streets.

Double‑stacking of rooms
After the Second World War, the state nation-
alised church dormitories and redistributed 
their capacity among the universities.  
Since the Lanfranconi dormitory was taken 
over by the military, in 1949 the students were 
housed in the so‑called Swedish houses, 
temporary wooden barracks by the Danube, 
which were renovated and are still in 
use today. More dormitories were gradually 

added — on Suvorov Street (today 
Dobrovičova), Mladá Garda, Horský park. 
Even so, according to statistics from 1956, 
only 57% of students lived in dormitories,  
33% lived in sublets or with parents, and 11% 
were without accommodation. To alleviate 
the situation, so‑called “double‑stacking of 
rooms” was introduced, meaning bunk beds. 
It was also usual to use common rooms 
and basements of dormitories to create mass 
accommodation spaces, leading to a short-
age of sanitary facilities and spaces 
for studying and leisure. A 1956 report on  
student health care at Bratislava universities 
stated that students increasingly suffered 
from respiratory illnesses and digestive  
disorders. The shortage of dormitory accom-
modation persisted into the 1960s, 
when the Bernolák Dormitory was added. 
 

In the 2024/2025 academic year, CU launched the largest 
dormitory renovation in its history. A thorough reconstruction is 
underway in both blocks of the Ľudovít Štúr Dormitory in  
Mlynská dolina, the largest in Slovakia. It includes replacing utilities, 
heating, sanitary facilities, and renovating the façade. Energy 
efficiency will improve through new windows, balcony doors, and 
insulation. Roof repairs are also in progress. Due to the renovation, 
part of the dormitory capacity is temporarily unavailable. Thanks to 
an additional accommodation process, the university managed 
to house most applicants – a rare achievement among European 
universities. Others found housing in rented flats, shared 
apartments, secondary school dorms, or commercial lodgings.

The Atrium Houses are four‑storey, 
interconnected, built in the 1970s



The largest dormitories are already 
decades old
The situation improved in the 1970s with the 
construction of dormitories in Mlynská dolina: 
two blocks of the Ľudovít Štúr Dormitory  
(the so‑called Štúrak), the Atrium Houses 
(so‑called Átriáky), the Mladosť Dormitory, 
and the Married Couples’ Dormitory (so‑called 
Manželáky). In the 1980s, two blocks of the 
Družba Dormitory were added.
After the Velvet Revolution in 1989, the vari-
ous accommodation facilities were divided 
among the universities. Comenius University 
acquired Štúrak, the Atrium Houses, the 
Married Couples’ Dorm, Lanfranconi, Družba, 
and the 'Swedish' houses. New accommoda-
tion was created in 1999 in the building of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Theological Faculty 
on Bartók Street. The bulk of the universi-
ty’s accommodation capacity thus consists 
of buildings that are several decades old and 
require a renovation.

The Women’s Dormitory was originally 
located on Cintorínska and Francisci 
Streets in Bratislava

The first large, high‑quality dormitory 
was opened by the university in the 
Lanfranconi area in 1930

A complete renovation is underway in both 
buildings of the Ľudovít Štúr Dormitory



Rector Marek Števček presents the symbolic 
key to the University’s Welcome Centre to its 
coordinator, Petra Cienfuegos

Singer Jana Kirschner performed with 
her band at the Christmas concert in the 
Comenius University Aula

The University leadership presented Comenius 
University’s leading position in science and 
research in Slovakia at a press conference

CU took first place at  
the World InterUniversities 
Championships



Academic year 2024/2025
The 106th academic year at 
Comenius University was 
defined by several key themes: 
the continuation of the 
renovation of the Ľudovít Štúr 
Dormitory, the development of 
a project to promote the 
University abroad, and stronger 
safety measures across the 
academic environment.

The University leadership and its constituent 
units took clear positions on current social 
issues, responding to the Government 
Plenipotentiary’s public doubting of vaccina-
tion, distancing themselves from the unwill-
ingness to approve the updated International 
Health Regulations, and condemning misogy-
nistic verbal attacks in Parliament. Together 
with the Dean of the Faculty of Arts, the 
Rector publicly voiced concerns regarding the 
situation at the Ministry of Culture. On the 
35th anniversary of the Velvet Revolution, 
the University leadership again affirmed the 
values of freedom and democracy.

In education and research, the University 
expanded its activities. It launched a Doctoral 
School focused on the development of PhD 
candidates and, for the first time, awarded 
prizes for the best dissertation. Thanks to its 
Department of Psychology, the Faculty of 
Arts won its largest DISCONNECT research 
grant to date. The Faculty of Natural Sciences 
opened a museum corridor with a permanent 
exhibition of its most valuable natural speci-
mens. The Faculty of Management estab-
lished a Centre for Taiwanese Studies, and 
the Faculty of Medicine opened a new simula-
tion training room for medical students.

The University twice received the highest 
share of funding from the Ministry of 
Education distributed on the basis of excel-
lent scientific outputs among Slovak universi-
ties. This success once again confirmed 
Comenius University’s leading position in sci-
ence and research in Slovakia.

Students of the University achieved signifi-
cant sporting success at the World 
InterUniversities Championships (WIUC), 
earning medal placements in various disci-
plines and securing overall victory for the 
University. At the same time, the University 
continued to promote its study programmes 
internationally, presenting them at events in 
Australia, Japan, the United States, Slovenia, 
Croatia, Serbia, Sweden, Spain, and Ukraine.

As part of infrastructure development, the 
University launched the main phase of reno-
vation of High‑Rise Block B and continued 
work on High‑Rise Block A of the Ľudovít Štúr 
Dormitory in Mlynská dolina. A dedicated 
Welcome Centre was set up in the CU 
InfoCentre to provide advice to students and 
staff from abroad on visas, housing, and 
healthcare.

The University launched a series of video 
interviews, “Legends of Comenius University,” 
which present the stories of notable personal-
ities. Comenius University assumed the  
presidency of the ENLIGHT university alliance, 
and a CU student representative became one 
of the two presidents of the ENLIGHT Student 
Network.

As part of its social responsibility, the 
University organised a charity concert to sup-
port the construction of a respite care centre 
for families with seriously ill children in the 
High Tatras.
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CU took first place at  
the World InterUniversities 
Championships



Future Direction
In its hundred years of existence, Comenius University has 
established itself as the most prominent and largest university in 
Slovakia. It entered its second century with a clear goal — to 
maintain its good reputation, to continue enhancing its prestige in 
Europe and worldwide, and to continue improving the quality 
of education and research activities. The strategy of development of 
Comenius University reflects the changes happening to universities 
and societies in Slovakia and around the world. The goal is to 
reinforce its position as the most important university and centre of 
science in Slovakia, and to become a sought‑after partner for 
education and research internationally. Comenius University wants 
to play an active role in the country's growth. Consequently, 
its long‑term development is based on the following eleven goals.

1.	 Comenius University is a presti‑
gious university 
The university provides quality education 
and motivates its staff and students to 
pursue it. It offers a wide range of study 
programmes linked to research activity 
and continuously updates their content. 
It evaluates and improves the quality of 
education through internal and external 
quality assurance as well as feedback 
from students. 

2.	 Comenius University is 
a student‑oriented university 
Students participate in the governance of 
the University. Their voice, as well as the 
voice of alumni, is an important driver of 
development and modernisation. The 
University continuously improves the qua-
lity of accommodation and the conditions 
for extracurricular and sporting activities, 
and it takes an individual approach to 
specific needs. 

3.	 Comenius University is a university 
of international impact 
It creates and maintains partnerships 
with foreign universities, especially within 
the ENLIGHT alliance. The University 
seeks to be attractive to international 
teaching staff and to continue attracting 
students from abroad. It also supports 
the mobility of domestic students and 
staff. 

4.	 Comenius University is a place of 
free and creative research 
Staff focus on originality, rigour, impact, 
and the quality of research, while leading 
researchers freely choose goals with 
regard to the University’s priority areas. 
Priorities include creating conditions for 
multidisciplinary research, developing 
talented staff, and supporting project 
activity, including interdisciplinary pro-
jects. The University also builds top rese-
arch centres, protects intellectual 
property, and regularly evaluates results 
through internal reports and quality indi-
cators.

5.	 Comenius University is a place of 
excellence in science and research 
It focuses on publishing in leading jour-
nals and publishing houses, connects its 
research with top international teams 
and forms new teams. It takes account of 
progressive trends in research and 
supports activities in the field of patents 
and innovation. 

6.	 Comenius University is a coordina‑
tor of knowledge transfer into 
practice 
Beyond higher education, it shares 
knowledge with the wider public through 
events, media, and publications.  
It links activities with other universities, 
employers, business entities, and public 
institutions. 

7.	 Comenius University is a well
‑managed university 
It is autonomously governed by academic 
self‑government. Its bodies communicate 
with one another in the interest of develo-
ping the institution. It improves adminis-
tration and increases the level of 
digitalisation. 

8.	 Comenius University is a caring 
employer 
It ensures a merit‑based remuneration 
system and is family‑friendly. The 
University supports career and qualifica-
tion development for employees 
and fosters a shared university identity. 

9.	 Comenius University is a respon‑
sible steward of property 
It manages real estate responsibly and 
carries out investment projects. 



10.	 Comenius University is a space 
for sharing and disseminating 
knowledge 
It communicates key topics and positions 
on national and regional issues, actively 
disseminates the latest scientific results, 
and provides expert support to state and 
other organisations. 

11.	 Comenius University is an 
open partner for dialogue and 
cooperation 
It supports cooperation with external 
organisations, provides professional ser-
vices, and develops partnerships with 
local stakeholders and non‑profit organi-
sations. It works closely with its Board 
of Trustees and measures success by the 
number of contracts, partnerships, and 
joint projects.

ZAČIATKY, SÚČASNOSŤ A SMEROVANIE 12 — 13



In the 2024/2025 academic year, 
Comenius University was once 
again represented in all major 
international rankings. The 
university also uses this type of 
feedback to reflect on its own 
activities and to plan in the 
areas of education, research, 
and brand building.

Academic Ranking of World 
Universities 2025–The Shanghai 
ranking
Comenius University ranked among the TOP 
1000 universities, maintaining its stable 
position in the 901st–1000th place band in 
the last three editions. In the 2024 Global 
Ranking of Academic Subjects, CU placed 
401st–500th in physics.

The Impact Rankings 2025
Once again, Comenius University participated 
in an evaluation of its contribution to the 17 
UN Sustainable Development Goals, carried 
out for the seventh time by Times Higher 
Education. Out of 2,318 universities, it ranked 
601st–800th overall, confirming its leading 
position among Slovak higher education insti-
tutions. Its best results were in the indicator 

“Good Health and Well‑Being” (SDG 3), where 
it ranked 101st–200th of 1,788 institutions, 
and in “Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions” 
(SDG 16), where it ranked 86th of 1,265 
universities.

PLACEMENT 
IN RANKINGS

Marek Števček, Rector of Comenius 
University Bratislava



QS Sustainability Rankings 2025
In sustainability and social responsibility, 
Comenius University was ranked 
931st–940th out of 1,751 institutions world-
wide and 367th (shared) out of 563 universi-
ties in Europe.

QS World University 
Rankings 2026
In the latest edition, Comenius University 
reached a shared 684th place out of 8,467 
institutions in 106 locations worldwide. 
It was the highest‑ranked Slovak university 
and improved its score in all indicators 
compared to the previous year. Its best
‑performing indicator was Employment 
Outcomes.

QS World University 
Rankings: Europe 2025
In the second edition of the ranking of 
European universities, Comenius University 
ranked 277th (shared) out of 685 
universities, and 19th in the Eastern Europe 
region.

QS World University 
Rankings by Subject 2024
This ranking covers 55 subject areas grouped 
into 5 broad fields (Arts and Humanities, 
Engineering and Technology, Life Sciences 
and Medicine, Natural Sciences, Social 
Sciences and Management). Comenius 
University ranked 301st–350th in Agriculture 
and Forestry, 501st–550th in Medicine, and 
551st–600th in Physics and Astronomy.

THE WUR 2025
In the Times Higher Education World 
University Rankings, Comenius University 
placed 1201st–1500th out of over 2,000 
institutions. In the World University Rankings 
by Subject 2025, it maintained stable 
positions in 10 fields (Arts and Humanities, 
Business and Economics, Computer 
Science, Education Studies, Law, Life 

Sciences, Medical and Health, Physical 
Sciences, Psychology, Social Sciences).

U. S. News Best Global 
Universities 2025–2026
Comenius University ranked 806th (shared) 
out of 2,250 universities from 105 countries 
and regions. By subject, it placed 299th in 
Physics, 385th (shared) in Mathematics, 
477th (shared) in Biology and Biochemistry, 
656th in Plant and Animal Science, 659th 
(shared) in Clinical Medicine, 837th in 
Ecology/Environment, 899th (shared) in 
Chemistry, and 1,237th (shared) in 
Engineering.

University Ranking by Academic 
Performance 2024–2025 (URAP)
In terms of scientific performance, Comenius 
University ranked 828th among the TOP 3000 
higher education institutions worldwide. 
The URAP Field Rankings evaluate universi-
ties across 78 scientific research areas. 
In the 2024/2025 edition, Comenius 
University placed 467th in Molecular Biology 
and Genetics, 506th in Biological Sciences, 
579th in Earth Sciences, and 592nd in 
Medicine and Health Sciences. Other notable 
positions included 715th in Natural Sciences, 
727th in Chemical Sciences, 744th in 

Psychology and Cognitive Sciences,  
850th in Mathematical Sciences, and 961st 
in Environmental Sciences, and 1404th in 
Engineering.

Round University 
Ranking 2025 (RUR)
In the 2025 Round University Ranking 
Comenius University ranked 475th out of 
more than 1,230 universities from 96 coun-
tries and regions of the world.

CWUR 2025 (Center for World 
University Rankings)
Comenius University placed 739th in the 
CWUR ranking, positioning itself among the 
top 3.5% of universities worldwide. The rank-
ing evaluates education, employability, faculty 
quality, and research.

Performance Ranking of 
Scientific Papers for World 
Universities (NTU Rankings)
Comenius University ranked 951st–1000th 
among the world’s top 1,000 universities.
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EDUCATION

As the oldest, largest, and most prominent national 
university in the Slovak Republic, Comenius University 
builds its teaching on its own research. It strives to 
profile itself as an important centre of education in 
Europe and a university with a clear international focus. 
Its graduates are shaped both professionally and 
personally, with emphasis on human values and the 
principles of humanism. Its mission is to contribute to the 
development of science, culture, and the long‑term 
prosperity of society.

In the 2024/2025 academic year, Comenius 
University offered 806 study programmes at 
the bachelor’s, master’s, doctoral (PhD) levels, 
all accredited to award the corresponding 
academic degrees. A total of 10,911 students 
were admitted, with 8,118 enrolling in their 
first year.
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Across its 13 faculties, Comenius University 
had 23,214 students enrolled in all study lev-
els (bachelor’s, master’s, doctoral, and PhD) 
in 2024/2025. Despite a demographic decline 
in the population, the university maintains 
a strong share of the Slovak student body. 
In 2024, over 16% of all Slovak higher educa-
tion students studied at Comenius 
University, compared to just 12% in 2008.

Students

Long‑term trend 
of CU student share % share of Slovak students (right axis) Number of CU students



Number of students 
at faculties as 
of 31 October 2024

Faculty Bachelor’s
Master's/
Doctor's

PhD Total

FMED 0 3,191 461 3,652

FLAW 1,937 793 112 2,842

FARS 1,589 837 199 2,625

FNS 1,341 580 364 2,285

FEDU 1,509 796 55 2,360

FPHARM 31 797 54 882

FSPORT 739 314 20 1,073

JFMED 240 1,485 185 1,910

FMPI 1,099 367 179 1,645

FRCTH 0 80 21 101

FELTH 16 34 8 58

FM 1,631 819 146 2,596

FSES 740 393 52 1,185

Total 10,872 10,486 1,856 23,214

Roughly 15% of all international university 
students in Slovakia study at Comenius 
University. The number of international students 
increased by 422 over the previous year, 
and reached 3,800 students from 94 countries, 
representing 16.36% of the student body 
at CU. Most international students study at 
the medical faculties in Bratislava and 
Martin, and at the Faculty of Management.



Total number of students, 
including female students, 
international students, 
and PhD students by faculty

Faculty
Number of 

students
Female 

Students
International 

Students
PhD students

FMED 3,652 2,366 1,114 461

FLAW 2,842 1,725 197 112

FARS 2,625 1,887 279 199

FNS 2,285 1,557 278 364

FEDU 2,360 2,169 65 55

FPHARM 882 733 69 54

FSPORT 1,073 309 56 20

JFMED 1,910 1,326 557 185

FMPI 1,645 553 413 179

FRCTH 101 2 8 21

FELTH 58 26 16 8

FM 2,596 1,450 624 146

FSES 1,185 855 137 52

Total 23,214 14,958 3,800 1,856

Young scientific personalities — PhD students — 
represent a significant part of the university’s 
research potential. Comenius University 
educates the largest number of doctoral 
students in Slovakia. In 2024, a total of 1,856 
doctoral candidates studied at the university, 
which accounted for approximately 30% 
of the doctoral output of Slovak higher 
education institutions.
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Rector’s Award
In 2024, Comenius University recognised out-
standing study results and achievements of 
its students and graduates through several 
forms of academic recognition. A total of 
156 graduates received the Rector’s Academic 
Commendation for excellent study results 
and also obtained motivational scholarships 
totalling €21,235. Based on nominations 
from faculties, 66 graduates received the CU 
Rector’s Award for an excellent thesis, 
accompanied by scholarships amounting to 
€8,580. On the occasion of International 
Students’ Day, the Rector also granted 
Academic Commendations to 30 students for 
their significant representation of the 
University at home and abroad; these stu-
dents received scholarships with a total 
value of €7,500.

For the first time, the university also awarded 
the Rector’s Prize for the best dissertation in 
four scientific fields:

	→ Social Sciences: 
Mgr. Karin Černickaja, PhD. (Faculty of 
Social and Economic Sciences) – Specific 
Learning Disorder in the Life Stories of 
Young Adults

	→ Humanities: 
Mgr. Katarína Marcinčinová, PhD. (Faculty 
of Arts) – The Naturalistic Concept of 
Consciousness in Contemporary Philosophy 
of Mind: An Illusionist Perspective

	→ Medical Sciences: 
MUDr. Zuzana Országhová, PhD. 
(Faculty of Medicine) – Late Toxicity of 
Treatment for Germ Cell Tumours

	→ Natural Sciences: 
Mgr. Lukáč Pecina, PhD. (Faculty of Natural 
Sciences) – Diversity, morphology and 
phylogeny of endosymbiotic ciliates of the 
order Clevelandellida in cockroaches

Student 
achievements

PhD student Dominika Žigrayová received the 
Student Personality of Slovakia award 
in the Pharmacy category

Simona Klaciková (Faculty of Medicine) was the 
best medical student

Photo: S. K
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Sent students

Comenius University actively participates 
in multilateral international programmes 
such as CEEPUS, Action Austria–Slovakia, and 
various European Union initiatives. The 
Erasmus+ programme is the most significant 
of the various modes of cooperation, accoun-
ting for the largest share of international stu-
dent mobility.

Student Personality of Slovakia
Doctor of Pharmacy Dominika Žigrayová 
(Faculty of Pharmacy) won the award in the 
Pharmacy category at the 20th edition of 
the Student Personality of Slovakia competi-
tion. Her research focuses on the use of nan-
oparticles in medicines to support precise 
and effective delivery of active substances. 
She also presents her results internationally.

Best Medical Student
Simona Klaciková, a fifth‑year General 
Medicine student at the Faculty of Medicine, 
won the 2024 Medic of the Year competition. 
Twenty‑four future doctors and nurses com-
peted in teams, with Simona taking first place 
in the Medical Student of the Year category.

Chairman of the Slovak Student Council 
for Higher Education
Patrik Prístupný, a student of the Jessenius 
Faculty of Medicine, became Chairman 
of the Slovak Student Council for Higher 
Education. Within it he also leads 13 
Comenius University delegates and focuses 
on legislative changes, better conditions 
for students, and greater student involvement. 
The Council represents students at the 
national level and cooperates with the 
Ministry of Education and other partners.

Falling Walls Lab Slovakia
Comenius University was represented 
through the top three students and young 
professionals at the national round of the 
Falling Walls Lab 2024 competition of innova-
tive ideas. Katarína Bilská, a PhD student at 
the Department of Microbiology and Virology 
of the Faculty of Natural Sciences, finished 
second with a project to develop new medical 
devices. The Finale took place on Thursday, 
27 September 2024, as part of the European 
Researchers’ Night event.

Best Student Publication in the journal 
ELECTROPHORESIS
The journal ELECTROPHORESIS recognised 
Ondrej Štefánik, a doctoral candidate at the 
Department of Pharmaceutical Analysis and 
Nuclear Pharmacy, Faculty of Pharmacy, 
who received the award for the best student 
publication in January 2024. The award is 
presented by the journal’s editorial board to 
encourage students interested in all aspects 
of electrophoresis and liquid‑phase separa-
tion and to highlight their contribution to 
the field.

Young Lions Slovakia
Vlastimil Mesko, a fourth‑year student at the 
Department of Marketing Communication, 
Faculty of Arts, won the prestigious Young 
Lions Slovakia competition in the Design cat-
egory. Together with his colleague, he created 
a simple yet powerful solution for the digital 
card of 365.bank, outperforming experienced 
professional designers.

Transformations
Petra Röhmanová, who is enrolled in 
Bulgarian Studies at the Department of Slavic 
Philologies of the Faculty of Arts, won first 
place for prose translation and second place 
for poetry translation at the 9th International 
Student Translation Competition 

“Transformations,” organised by St. Cyril and 
St. Methodius University of Veliko Tarnovo in 
Bulgaria.

CFA Institute Research Challenge 2024
The team from the Faculty of Management: 
Bc. Martin Kontra, Bc. Katarína Hudáková, 
Bc. Alexandra Sekáčová, Bc. Valeriia Popová, 
and Bc. Timotej Kokoška, took first place 
in the national round of the prestigious 2024 
CFA Institute Research Challenge for young 
financial analysts. The team’s faculty advisor 
was Ing. Vladimír Valach, PhD.

Academic mobility 
of students
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142,813 
Number of students in 
Slovakia

25,815 
Number of international 
students in Slovakia

3,800
Number of 
international students 
at Comenius University

6,195
Number of 
PhD students 
in Slovakia

1,856
Number of 
PhD students 
at Comenius 
University

23,214 
Number of 
students at CU



In the 2023/2024 academic year, a total of 
5,539 people completed higher education at 
the faculties of Comenius University at all 
levels of study. Of these, 761 were awarded 
the degree Doctor of Medicine, 2,044 
attained a Master’s degree, 2,384 completed 
a Bachelor’s degree, and 350 graduates 
completed doctoral studies and were 
awarded the title Doctor of Philosophy (PhD).

Lifelong learning
The Centre for Continuing Education of 
Comenius University provides non‑university 
education to various groups of the public. 
It provides language training to international 
students, preparing them for tuition con-
ducted in Slovak; it also provides career and 
language education, as well as education for 
seniors and expatriate Slovaks. The pro-
gramme portfolio responds to current public 
needs and the needs of the labour market. 
In 2024, a total of 2,806 people used the ser-
vices of the Centre.

Graduates Summer schools
Comenius University and Divadlo Aréna held 
the 23rd Children’s University of Comenius 
from 2 July to 20 August 2025. This year fea-
tured eight lectures, mostly by university 
experts, answering questions such as: Why is 
life in soil important? Why do we have preju-
dices? Why do people create and listen to 
music? The programme also included work-
shops, excursions, and exhibitions.

During the summer, the Faculty of Physical 
Education and Sport ran its “Sports Holidays 
at FSPORT” day camp for children, offering 
a varied programme to promote healthy 
movement and a positive attitude to sport. 
Participants learned athletics, gymnastics, 
swimming, and team sports (basketball, foot-
ball, floorball, etc.) and enjoyed traditional 
and unusual physical games.

In 2025, the Jessenius Faculty of Medicine 
again co‑organised the Martin Summer 
Children’s University with the Kamarát 
(Friend) Leisure Centre. Under the theme 
Seven Wonders of the Turiec Region, the pro-
gramme offered workshops and activities 
from 7–11 July 2025. The faculty provided 
specialist lectures, hands‑on workshops, and 
hosted opening and closing ceremonies in 
the Aula Magna.

From 28 July to 15 August 2025, the Faculty 
of Arts hosted the 61st Studia Academica 
Slovaca summer school of Slovak language 
and culture, attended by 132 students from 
31 countries. In parallel, nine participants 
from Hungary, Poland, Romania, and Ukraine 
completed the 35th summer school for com-
patriot secondary‑school graduates, and 
27 students from France, the UK, and the USA 
attended the 2nd summer school of Slovak 
language for secondary‑school students from 
Western Europe and overseas.

Number of unique accredited study programmes at 
Comenius University in Slovakia

By level of study

Bachelor’s 69

Master’s 88

PhD 257

Joint Bachelor’s and Master’s study 2

Professionally oriented study 8

Total 424

Opening of the 23rd edition of the Children’s University of Comenius
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Number of SRDA projects

Fakulty Number
2024 Current 

Expenditure grants
2025 Current 

Expenditure grants**
Capital 

Expenditure
Total

FMED 44 784,788 201,594 0 986,382

FLAW 12 227,942 160,847 0 388,789

FARS 32 786,734 383,874 0 1,170,608

FNS 96 2,080,808 599,002 0 2,679,810

FEDU 5 71,401 78,298 0 149,699

FPHARM 14 395,626 170,168 0 565,794

FSPORT 6 146,835 9,890 0 156,725

JFMED 16 428,972 159,515 0 588,487

FMPI 46 927,724 229,545 0 1,157,269

FRCTH 2 24,083 37,779 0 61,862

FELTH 1 8,000 0 0 8,000

FM 3 36,548 0 0 36,548

FSES 9 222,528 46,564 0 269,092

University 
Science Park

8 214,445 111,700 0 326,145

Total 294 6,356,434 2,188,776 0 8,545,210

Trends in the number and volume of SRDA project funding from 2014 to 2024 (thousands of euros)

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Number 123 161 176 213 231 244 244 261 256 256 294

Current 
Expenditure 4,095 4,107 4,945 6,138 6,314 7,012 6,834 6,661 5,238 5,518 6,356

Capital 
Expenditure 0 0 0 0 0 0 549 30 0 0 0

Total 4,095 4,107 4,945 6,138 6,314 7,012 7,383 6,691 5,238 5,518 6,356

Trends in the number and volume of VEGA project funding from 2014 to 2024 (thousands of euros)

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Total 357 329 340 349 343 344 325 353 349 349 345

Current 
Expenditure 2,289 2,302 2,342 2,683 2,768 3,092 3,371 3,532 3,399 3,398 3,507

Capital 
Expenditure 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 2,289 2,302 2,342 2,683 2,768 3,092 3,371 3,532 3,399 3,398 3,507

In 2024, 31 associate professors were habili-
tated at Comenius University. The University 
Scientific Board discussed 26 proposals 
from faculty scientific boards for appoint-
ment as professors and approved 25 of them. 
In addition to appointment procedures,  
the University Scientific Board, based on fac-
ulty proposals, approved two proposals to 
award the scientific degree “Doctor of 
Sciences” and discussed and approved four 
proposals to award the honorary title 

“Professor Emeritus”.

SCIENCE AND 
RESEARCH
Comenius University is among Slovakia’s 
leading research institutions — by the number 
of researchers, the success rate in acquiring 
grants, and achieved results. In 2024, 
research funding drew primarily on domestic 
grants from the SRDA and VEGA agencies, 
while faculties continued to work on and 
obtain new projects. At the end of the year, 
the Ministry of Investments, Regional 
Development and Informatization of the 
Slovak Republic opened calls from the 
Slovakia Operational Programme (ESIF 2021–
2027). A significant part of the effort also 
went into launching 127 new projects sup-
ported from the Recovery and Resilience Plan.

Habilitations and 
appointments

BV – current expenditures
KV – capital expenditures
UVP UK – University Science 

Park CU



Projects and grants Research excellence
Support for Research
Comenius University supports the creative 
activity of young researchers and teachers 
and full‑time PhD students under the age of 
30 through its own grant scheme, CU Grants. 
Since 1997 the Rector has been awarding 
CU Grants to full‑time PhD students as part of 
support for research activity. In 2024, 231 
projects received CU Grants out of 435 sub-
mitted, with a total allocation of €230,000.

In 2024 the university also launched 
Comenius University Excellence Grants 
(GUKE) for internal PhD students, financed 
from the Recovery and Resilience Plan for 
Slovakia. Because the funds from the plan 
had not been received by the end of 2024, 
the university partly covered these costs from 
its own CU Grants scheme. Out of the total 
of 435 applications, the university received 
262 applications for both a CU Grant and an 
Excellence Grant, while 173 applications were 

for a standard CU Grant only. Of the 262 appli-
cations for Excellence Grants, the university 
awarded 70 grants in the natural, medical, 
and pharmaceutical sciences for a total of 
€70,000, and 14 grants in the humanities 
for a total of €14,000. In total, the university 
awarded and funded 84 Excellence Grants 
worth €84,000.

In 2024 the Rector announced a call for post-
doctoral stays at Comenius University, to 
which five faculties responded. All 14 submit-
ted proposals were approved. Following 
selection procedures, the university accepted 
11 candidates at four faculties from the  
following countries: India, Kenya, Argentina, 
Tunisia, and the Slovak Republic. The interna-
tional postdoctoral researchers completed 
their doctoral studies outside Slovakia; 
the Slovak postdoctoral researcher com-
pleted doctoral studies in Italy. The CU 
Rectorate allocated €200,640 to fund the 
postdoctoral stays, which amounts to 
€18,240 per postdoc.

Publication Activity of Comenius University in 2024

Category/
Faculty V1 V2 V3 O1 O2 O3 P1 P2 U1 U2 U3 D1 I1 I2 I3 Total

FMED 12 202 873 6 389 257 24 0 0 0 0 0 5 19 88 1,875

FLAW 28 391 129 8 42 61 7 14 0 0 0 0 6 6 24 716

FARS 71 332 206 17 140 110 32 0 24 5 35 0 10 46 65 1,093

FNS 11 354 648 6 399 49 13 0 0 0 0 9 6 8 14 1,517

FEDU 27 202 160 5 80 42 23 1 1 0 0 0 5 9 1 556

FPHARM 1 26 110 0 88 73 4 0 0 0 0 1 0 3 10 316

FSPORT 8 71 36 0 25 8 1 14 0 0 0 0 3 0 1 167

JFMED 5 80 391 0 143 91 9 0 0 0 0 0 5 1 15 740

FMPI 8 206 471 5 219 20 18 0 0 0 0 1 5 24 26 1,002

FRCTH 3 32 39 3 5 6 3 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 6 102

FELTH 6 32 9 1 12 11 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 74

FM 19 185 144 4 26 4 3 18 0 0 0 4 2 2 2 413

FSES 3 24 93 3 34 9 3 2 0 0 0 0 5 3 4 183

Total 202 2,137 3,309 58 1,602 741 142 49 25 5 35 14 54 124 257 8,754

In 2024, university projects were financed 
from a state subsidy totalling €12.41 million. 
The largest share of this amount came 
from the Slovak Research and Development 
Agency (SRDA), which supported 294 scien-
tific and application projects implemented 
at 13 faculties and selected university units, 
in the total amount of €8.54 million. 
Compared with the previous year, both the 
number of projects and the volume of funds 
increased. The majority of this sum was 
Current Expenditure funding of items such as 
salaries, materials, travel costs, and other 
operating costs of research activity. A signifi-
cant part of the increase was advance  
financing of projects from the SRDA 2023 
general call, whose funding covers 2024 and  
2025, which enabled project teams to  
start research activities more smoothly.

An important source of support for research 
at Comenius University in 2024 was also  
the Scientific Grant Agency of the Ministry 
of Education and the Slovak Academy of 
Sciences (VEGA), which financed 345 scien-
tific projects. Although the number of pro-
jects decreased slightly compared with 
previous years, the volume of funds obtained 
increased.
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Comenius University successful in 
Slovakia’s Recovery and Resilience Plan
In 2024 the Ministry of Education evaluated 
nine calls under Component 9 of the Slovak 
Recovery and Resilience Plan. Faculties and 
university units secured funding for 127 pro-
jects. One of the university‑wide applications 
that was approved and contracted was 
the Early Stage Grants project — Comenius 
University Bratislava/CU Grants for Young 
Researchers (09I03-03-V05-00012). It sup-
ported internal grant schemes at Comenius 
University, namely Excellence Grants intended 
for PhD students and postdoctoral stays, 
with total funding of €1,271,160.

Comenius University maintained its 
leading position in science in 2024
In 2024 Comenius University confirmed its 
leading position in Slovakia in scientific 
research by the number of high‑quality publi-
cations and by success in securing support 
from grant agencies. Compared with the 
previous year, the University obtained almost 
€2 million more. A high share of globally visi-
ble publications was also reflected in the 
evaluation by the Ministry of Education, 
where, in the Nature Index for the period from 
1 November 2023 to 31 October 2024, as 
much as 76.22% of outputs by researchers at 
Slovak higher education institutions came 
from members of Comenius University’s aca-
demic community. Among highly cited out-
puts in Web of Science databases, 
publications by our researchers represented 
36.64%, the most among Slovak universities. 
In patents over the same period, Comenius 
University accounted for 54.17%.

Discoveries and 
research results

National coordinator for HBSC – Slovakia Andrea 
Madarasová Gecková and Dean of the Faculty 
of Physical Education and Sport Viktor Bielik

Author team of the Regestrum Varadinense 
translation: from left, Vincent Múcska, Daniela 
Rošková and Miroslav Lysý



Assoc. Prof. Michal Hajdúk,  
head of the project team,  
at the opening of a modern 
psychological laboratory as part 
of the DISCONNECT project

An African centipede found on 
the roof of the bus station
Adrián Purkart of the Department of Zoology, 
Faculty of Natural Sciences, and student 
Mária Masariková study the biodiversity of 
green roofs. For almost three years they mon-
itored life on the green roof of the new Nivy 
bus station in Bratislava. They found five pro-
tected insect species, four protected bumble-
bees of the genus Bombus and the Xylocopa 
violacea bee, the largest bee in Europe,  
which pollinated plants on the roof. For the 
first time in Slovakia they also found an  
exotic African centipede that most likely ar-
rived with imported substrate.

Faculty of Physical Education 
and Sport collaborates on a large 
health survey of schoolchildren
The faculty participates in data collection for 
the Health Behaviour in School‑aged Children 
(HBSC) international study. Data have been 
collected every four years since 1983 in 
50 countries, in cooperation with the World 
Health Organization. The research monitors 
the health of schoolchildren and related  
behaviours in their social context. The faculty 
contributes to data on schoolchildren and 
provides measurements of anthropometric 
parameters and cardiovascular fitness  
in the western and central parts of Slovakia. 
It will supply data to the main study that  
can indicate trends in excess weight and obe-
sity among children, as well as trends  
in the physical fitness of schoolchildren.

First Slovak translation of 
an important medieval source
In 2024 the first complete Slovak translation 
of the Regestrum Varadinense was published. 
It is a major source for the history of the 
Kingdom of Hungary in the 13th century. 
The critical edition was prepared by the team 
authors consisting of Miroslav Lysý 
(Faculty of Law), Vincent Múcska and Daniela 
Rošková (Faculty of Arts). The Regestrum 
Varadinense (Oradea Register), containing 

minutes of hundreds of trials by ordeal is not 
only a unique record of contemporary court 
proceedings. It is also a source for research 
on settlement history, social structure, public 
administration, place names and personal 
names in the first third of the 13th century.

Survey by Comenius University 
researchers confirmed 
a pandemic of loneliness
A new pandemic is spreading in Slovakia: 
loneliness and isolation. A quarter of people 
feel lonely and one fifth are socially isolated. 
This follows from a large survey by research-
ers from the Faculty of Arts carried out in 
October and November 2024. Data were ob-
tained from more than 3,000 adults. The sur-
vey was conducted as part of the DISCON-
NECT project at the Department of Psychol-
ogy. The results of the epidemiological study 
provided important data on the prevalence 
of loneliness and social isolation in Slovakia.
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Zoologist from Comenius University 
contributed to surprising evolutionary 
findings
One of the most invasive poisonous toads in 
the world, the Asian black‑spined toad, actually 
consists of two species. This was shown by 
a team of scientists in a study co‑authored by 
Daniel Jablonski of the Faculty of Natural 
Sciences and published in the journal Nature 
Communications. The discovery changes our 
view of the evolution of these amphibians in 
Asia and points to the long‑term impact of glo-
balisation on biodiversity.

Important study on chronic 
kidney disease in collaboration with 
Karolinska Institutet
Assoc. Prof. Ľubomíra Tóthová and prof. Peter 
Celec, together with a specialist team from 
Karolinska Institutet in Sweden, published 
a cross‑sectional cohort study focused on chil-
dren with chronic kidney disease, both before 
and after kidney transplantation. The study 
analyses links between extracellular DNA, 
markers of inflammation and cardiovascular 
health. The research brings new insights that 
may expand knowledge of the pathogenesis of 
chronic kidney disease and its complications 
and may help identify new treatment targets.

New museum exhibition at the Faculty 
of Natural Sciences
On 21 November 2024 the Faculty of Natural 
Sciences opened a new museum corridor with 
a permanent exhibition of rare natural‑history 
items. These include the first nest of the Asian 
hornet in Slovakia, unique fish preparations, 
minerals, internationally protected feline spe-
cies, and exotic species from a wide range of 
Earth’s biomes, as well as herbarium items 
by Izabela Textorisová, the first Slovak woman 
botanist, and many others. Bearing the title 

“Nature Is the Source of True Knowledge”, it is 
dedicated to the Renaissance genius Leonardo 
da Vinci, who combined knowledge from 
the natural sciences for the advancement of 
human civilisation.

Zoologist Daniel Jablonski of the 
Faculty of Natural Sciences



Slovak scientists tracked 
a satellite’s break‑up as part of an ESA 
mission
Slovak astronomers observed the break‑up of 
a satellite over the Pacific Ocean. The mis-
sion of the European Space Agency (ESA) 
focuses on gathering information on satellite 
demise in order to reduce risks during their 
disintegration and re‑entry and to minimise 
the creation of space debris. As part of 
the ROSIE mission they observed the demise 
of the artificial satellite Cluster‑Salsa in the 
Earth’s atmosphere over the Pacific.

New technology for developing 
countries
A diagnostic centre in a remote, hard‑to‑reach 
and arid region of northern Kenya is using 
a Slovak scientific innovation. The non
‑commercial device called QUANTUM, devel-
oped for almost 14 years at the Department 
of Physical and Theoretical Chemistry, 
Faculty of Natural Sciences, is a cutting‑edge 
technology designed for fast preliminary anal-
ysis of water and biological samples directly 
in the field, without the need for a laboratory, 
mains electricity or internet connection. 
The device was created by researchers 
Samuel Furka and Daniel Furka of the Faculty 
of Natural Sciences together with their team.

Establishment of the Doctoral School
In 2024 Comenius University opened 
a Doctoral School that focuses on the educa-
tion and development of PhD students. 
The project launched its activities on 
26 September 2024 with a meeting at the 
University Science Park. The Doctoral School 
offers courses and training in academic writ-
ing, innovative teaching approaches, commu-
nication of research results and project 
management. It also aims to create a com-
munity of PhD students across faculties and 
units, to support interdisciplinary cooperation 
and to provide a space for meeting and 
exchanging experience.

Meeting of the Doctoral School at the University 
Science Park

The device was developed by researchers Samuel 
Furka and Daniel Furka of the Faculty of Natural 
Sciences with their team
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Online signing of the Memorandum of Cooperation 
between CU and US Sports University– 
Vice‑Rector J. Tancer and Dean V. Bielik

INTERNATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENT

Comenius University actively 
develops international 
contacts at both bilateral and 
multilateral levels. It offers 
a wide range of opportunities 
and creates favourable 
conditions for student and staff 
mobility. The most sought‑after 
activities are those related to 
the Erasmus+ programme.

Visit of the CU Leadership to Masaryk 
University in Brno
In November 2024, the University leadership 
visited Masaryk University in Brno. The discus-
sions covered doctoral studies, project sup-
port services, research funding, and 
international rankings. The programme also 
included a presentation of the strategic 
BioPharma Hub project.

Internationalisation Audit
In autumn 2024, an expert panel evaluated 
internationalisation at Comenius University. 
The expert team held interviews with mem-
bers of the academic community. This activity 
will lead to an action plan for the development 
of internationalisation through 2030.

Cooperation with US Sports University
On 26 March 2025, Comenius University 
signed a cooperation agreement with United 
States Sports University in Alabama. The 
cooperation includes exchange stays for stu-
dents and staff, as well as joint academic 
projects and events. The aim is to strengthen 
sports sciences and international mobility in 
this field.

Meeting of the leaders of Comenius University 
and Masaryk University in Brno

Photo: Jan K
odeš



Tandem Exchange Programme 
with Regensburg
In spring 2025, the seventh edition of the 
Tandem exchange programme with the 
University of Regensburg took place. Students 
from both universities helped each other 
with German and English. The programme 
supports language and intercultural compe-
tencies and fosters long‑term friendships 
across the student community.

Memorandum with Hiroshima 
University
On 9 June 2025, Comenius University signed 
a memorandum of cooperation with 
Hiroshima University in Japan. The partner-
ship will focus on exchanges within the aca-
demic community and on joint research 
projects. This is the University’s first formal 
cooperation with this leading Japanese 
university.

Education and Katarína Grunwaldová, both 
members of the Committee, the meeting took 
place in the Comenius University Scientific 
Board Meeting Room. The session addressed 
preparations for the Committee’s main activi-
ties planned for 2025.

Promotion at International Fairs
In the 2024/2025 academic year, Comenius 
University took part in several international 
fairs to raise the University’s profile and 
expand cooperation with universities in those 
regions. Representatives attended: the SACO 
Student Fair in Sweden; the Begin Central 
Asia Tour in Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan; 
the IEFT Spring Fairs in Turkey; North Africa 
in Tunisia and Morocco; Saló de l’Ensen-
yament in Spain; IWEF in Slovenia, Serbia and 
Croatia; BeSt Vienna in Austria; FPP Smart 
Recruitment Events in India; and the SRT 
Eastern Europe Fair in Bulgaria, Romania and 
Greece.

Discussion with Marek Varga (NATO)
In March 2025, the Faculty of Social and 
Economic Sciences hosted a discussion with 
Marek Varga, the Permanent Representative 
of the Slovak Republic to NATO. He spoke 
about the work of a diplomat in an interna-
tional environment and about the current 
security situation. The event was organised 
by the Erasmus Student Network at 
Comenius University.

Lecture by NATO Secretary General 
Mark Rutte
In February 2025, NATO Secretary General 
Mark Rutte spoke at Comenius University 
about Europe’s security challenges and the 
future of the Alliance. The lecture attracted 
strong interest from the public and the media.

Lecture by European 
Prosecutor Juraj Novocký
European Prosecutor Juraj Novocký spoke 
in April 2025 at the Faculty of Law. 
He addressed the activities of the European 
Public Prosecutor’s Office and the fight 
against financial crime in the EU. The lecture 
was aimed in particular at students of law 
and of international relations.

Visit by Delegations from 
Brazil and Portugal
In 2025, the University welcomed an aca-
demic delegation from Brazil and Portugal 
on the occasion of co‑organising celebrations 
for the World Day of the Portuguese 
Language. Discussions also focused on 
opportunities for exchange stays, joint study 
programmes and research projects, 
and on establishing a Brazilian lectureship at 
Comenius University.

UN NGO Committee on Ageing
Members of the NGO Committee on Ageing 
at the United Nations met on 22 November 
2024 for the first time outside Vienna, where 
the Committee is based. Thanks to Nadežda 
Hrapková of the Centre for Continuing 

NATO Secretary General Mark 
Rutte in discussion with students in 
the Comenius University Aula
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In the 2024/2025 academic year, Comenius 
University continued to develop cooperation 
with nine universities in the ENLIGHT alliance. 
In June 2025, it assumed the alliance presi-
dency for six months, until the next meeting 
of the full alliance in December in Bratislava.

Comenius University’s Successes 
in ENLIGHT Grant Calls
Comenius University achieved significant suc-
cess in the first ENLIGHT alliance grant calls 
announced in 2024. More than 1,000 academ-
ics from the ten alliance universities partici-
pated and jointly submitted 80 projects.
In the ENLIGHT Thematic Networks (ETN), 
Incubator Grants and ENLIGHT+ calls, 
Comenius University took part in 22 submit-
ted projects, of which seven received support 
with a total value of €142,470. Eight faculties 
submitted the projects and 64 members 
of CU staff were involved in their preparation.
In 2025, the second round of calls was 
announced, with results due in autumn. 
A total of 1,178 academics from ten alliance 
universities participated; Comenius University 
was involved in 35 of the 104 project 
proposals.

Teaching and Learning Award Went  
to Comenius University
Comenius University returned from the 
Teaching and Learning conference in Tartu 
with international recognition: the course 
Public Policy in Slovakia received the 
Teaching and Learning Award. The ENLIGHT 
alliance recognised the implementation of 
innovative teaching methods as well as the 
emphasis on learning by doing and coopera-
tion with external partners.
The course is led by Assoc. Prof. Daniel 
Klimovský together with PhD student Martina 
Benzoni Baláž at the Department of Political 
Science, Faculty of Arts. The teaching pair 
work with examples of best international 
practice and encourage students to develop 

critical thinking and creativity through a prob-
lem‑oriented approach.

Comenius University at the Impact 
Conference and European Dialogue
Comenius University actively participated in 
the ENLIGHT Impact Conference in Groningen 
and the ENLIGHT European Dialogue in San 
Sebastián. Its representatives discussed 
linking the academic environment with prac-
tice and built new partnerships to increase 
the societal impact of research. Comenius 
University will host the next Impact 
Conference in 2027.

Blended Intensive Programmes (BIP) 
and Staff Weeks
The ENLIGHT alliance offers a wide selection 
of BIPs for students and Staff Weeks for 
employees. Comenius University not only 
sends participants to these activities, but also 
actively creates them. In 2025, Comenius 
University hosted the BIP Fostering Critical 
Thinking Skills, which brought together 28 stu-
dents and five teachers from six partner 
universities. In May, it also held the ENLIGHT 

ENLIGHT

Staff Week The Dynamics of 
Internationalisation, which enabled experts 
from partner universities to discuss cur-
rent trends in internationalisation in higher 
education.

Our academics also contribute to BIPs hosted 
by other partner universities. For example, 
Dr Petra Dražová and Assoc. Prof. Marek 
Kordík contributed to the preparation 
and teaching of the course AI and Law — 
Technical and Legal Challenges, hosted 
by the University of the Basque Country.

Activities of the Regional Academy
The Regional Academy is built on the 
exchange of knowledge between the univer-
sity environment and the outside world, 
and on their mutual cooperation. As part of 
CU’s University of the Third Age, for example, 
the Office of the Public Defender of Rights 
delivered a practical lecture. The ombudsman 
also spoke at a BIP on migration and human 
rights.
Cooperation between cities and alliance uni-
versities deepened at the workshop Cities on 

General Meeting of the university 
alliance in Bordeaux

Photo: G
autier D

ufau



On 17 – 19 September 2024, the Faculty of 
Law hosted the largest international law con-
ference in Slovakia. The jubilee 10th edition of 
the Bratislava Legal Forum conference marked 
the twentieth anniversary of Slovakia’s acces-
sion to the European Union. The conference 
theme examined the impact of European law 
on national legal systems.

On 15 – 16 November 2024, the Faculty of 
Arts held the international scientific confer-
ence Days of Romance Studies 6 — Romance 
Languages on the Move. The programme fea-
tured parallel lectures in Spanish, Portuguese, 
French and Italian with the participation of 
domestic and international experts.

The Faculty of Law co‑organised the 19th 
international scientific conference for doctoral 
students and young researchers Milestones of 
Law in the Central European Area 2025. The 
conference took place on 10 – 12 April 2025 
at the Recreation Facility of the Slovak 
Parliament in Častá – Papiernička.

At the Faculty of Social and Economic 
Sciences, International Student Psychology 
Days took place on 24 – 25 April 2025. 

the Move, which highlighted the benefits of 
such partnerships in finding solutions to 
transport challenges. The Regional Academy 
also offered experiential learning with 
Dávid Králik and a lecture by political scientist 
Grigorij Mesežnikov.

Comenius University Submitted the 
Most Proposals to the 2025 ENLIGHT 
Teaching & Learning Conference
The call for papers for the 2025 ENLIGHT 
Teaching & Learning Conference has officially 
closed. Organisers received a total of 170 
proposals from universities in the ENLIGHT 
consortium — the highest number (33) 
was submitted by Comenius University, mak-
ing it the most active of the ten partner 
universities.

Student Achievements
Lívia Orlovská, a student of the Faculty of 
Natural Sciences, won second place in the 
international ENLIGHT Inclusion Award 
for her project WheelShare. She received her 
award in person at the Teaching & Learning 
Conference, which took place place on 
8–10 October 2025 in Uppsala, Sweden.
Medical student Adrián Binka was elected in 
Bordeaux as co‑president of the ENLIGHT 
Student Network.

International Events The event welcomed more than 30 psychology 
students from 17 universities in Slovakia 
and the Czech Republic. They competed with 
papers on current topics such as psychobiog-
raphies, the impact of video games on cogni-
tive functions, online relationship phenomena 
such as ghosting and breadcrumbing, and 
the trustworthiness of AI voices. The event 
supported students’ professional growth, pro-
vided expert feedback and broadened their 
professional contacts.

On 16 May 2025, thanks to the Institute of 
Philological Studies at the Faculty of 
Education, the 10th International Doctoral 
Student Conference was held. Its aim is to cre-
ate a forum for the presentation of doctoral 
research in philology with a focus on the 
didactics of foreign languages and literature, 
including Slovak as a foreign language, as 
well as on foreign languages and cultures.

On 22 – 23 May 2025, the Aula Magna of the 
Jessenius Faculty of Medicine hosted the 31st 
Slovak‑Czech Conference on Haemostasis 
and Thrombosis with international participa-
tion. The event, which is organised alternately 
in Martin and Hradec Králové, was held at the 
faculty for the first time. The organisers 
prepared a programme emphasising the latest 
findings on haemostasis and thrombosis.

On 11 – 13 June 2025, Smolenice Castle 
hosted the 14th international seminar Making 
geography matter in Central and Eastern 
Europe. More than 110 participants from three 
countries — Slovakia (including participants 
from the Faculty of Natural Sciences), 
the Czech Republic and Poland — took part. 
The agenda of the seminar presented 96 
papers addressing current issues in local 
development, tourism and cultural heritage, 
as well as the sustainability of the urban 
environment and geopolitical challenges in 
the regions of Central and Eastern Europe.The Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences 

hosted International Student Psychology Days
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SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY

Security at Comenius 
University
Comenius University has long regarded secu-
rity as one of its priorities. It systematically 
introduces measures aimed at protecting stu-
dents, employees and visitors to university 
premises, while strengthening the security 
awareness of the entire academic community 
in handling crisis situations. Based on a com-
prehensive audit of security infrastructure 
and the preparedness of individual units, the 
University adopted several practical steps to 
raise the level of protection. In the 2024/2025 
academic year, a series of training sessions 
and information campaigns took place 
across several faculties, focusing on dealing 
with emergencies and supporting physical 
security. Printed and digital information mate-
rials were distributed to faculties and units, 
providing clear recommendations on how to 
respond in various crisis scenarios, including 
the presence of an armed attacker. One of the 
audit’s outcomes was the establishment of 

“invacuation rooms”, spaces intended for the 
temporary shelter of persons in the event of 
an immediate threat.



Sustainability at CU
Comenius University actively supports sus-
tainability through several initiatives coordi-
nated by the Green Office working group 
operating in the ENLIGHT university alliance, 
building a network of informed and engaged 
members of the academic community. Its 
main mission is to embed the principles of 
sustainability into education, research, and 
the University’s everyday life. It also serves as 
a contact point for those interested in environ-
mental and social issues. The group collects 
and disseminates information at Comenius 
University on activities that contribute to the 
17 Sustainable Development Goals defined by 
the United Nations and supports ENLIGHT  
alliance activities and calls related to the sus-
tainability agenda.
One of the first visible outputs of the 
University’s sustainability working group was 
a travelling exhibition. It presents student and 
faculty activities that contribute to the 
Sustainable Development Goals. After open-
ing in November 2024 in CU’s InfoCentre, 
it was displayed at the Rectorate on Šafárik 
Square and at the Faculty of Social and 
Economic Sciences, the Faculty of Pharmacy, 
and the Faculty of Management.

17 November
Every year Comenius University commemo-
rates 17 November as one of the most  
significant days in our modern history — as 
International Students’ Day and the Day of 
the Fight for Freedom and Democracy. On the 
35th anniversary of the Velvet Revolution, 
the University co‑organised a series of events 
that offered space for reflection, exchange 
of views and grateful remembrance of the 
events of November 1989. The main items on 
the programme included discussions with 
direct participants in the revolution, a com-
memorative march, a themed podcast 
devoted to the student movement, as well as 
expert lectures and a discussion forum. 
These events linked the historical context 
with current social challenges and reminded 
us of the importance of civic engagement 
today. As part of the celebrations, the 
University honoured 60 outstanding students 
and teachers and, for the first time, also pre-
sented awards for exceptional contributions 
to science and research. In response to a pro-
posal to abolish 17 November as a public  
holiday, the Rector publicly advocated for its 
preservation as a state holiday. In a symbolic 
gesture, he granted Rector’s Leave, which 

enables members of the academic commu-
nity to devote time to remembrance, personal 
reflection and participation in public events.

Popularising Science
 
European Researchers’ Night
On 27 September 2024, an event that popular-
ises science in an interactive way took place 
in 25 countries and 300 European cities. 
The theme of the 2024 edition of European 
Researchers’ Night was complexity. 
Researchers from Comenius University facul-
ties presented their work at Bratislava’s Old 
Market Hall. 

Professorial Lectures
The series of University‑wide Professorial 
Lectures continued in the 2024/2025 aca-
demic year, with four Comenius University 
professors presenting their latest scientific 
outputs:

	→ 24 September 2024 – prof. Mgr. Martin 
Homza, PhD. (Faculty of Arts) – 
Protoscience in Slovak in the 16th – 18th 
centuries, not only in Slovakia. Current 
state, preliminary conclusions and research 
perspectives

	→ 19 November 2024 – 
prof. PharmDr. Ján Klimas, PhD., MPH 
(Faculty of Pharmacy) – Science in the 
pharmacy

	→ 18 March 2025 – prof. RNDr. Branislav 
Bleha, PhD. (Faculty of Natural Sciences) – 
Growing and dying out at the same time? 
Humanity’s future through the lens of 
demography

	→ 29 April 2025 – prof. RNDr. Peter 
Fedor, DrSc. (Faculty of Natural 
Sciences) – From Dante’s Inferno to cli‑
mate change without climatologists

The travelling exhibition 
maps examples of sustainable 
development at CU
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Pohoda Festival 2025
For the sixth time, and as part of cooperation 
with Pohoda, Comenius University opened 
its university stand at the festival. On 11 and 
12 July 2025, University representatives 
offered interactive activities. Visitors could try 
virtual reality, handle various exotic inverte-
brates, or discover how the fascinating 
secrets of physical laws work. In addition to 
the stand, over two days two speakers from 
Comenius University also appeared on the 
stage in the NGO tent. This year, once again, 
the ECOmenius project provided the festival 
with volunteers from Comenius University to 
ensure correct waste sorting.

Comenius University at the Pohoda festival

Engaging  
prospective  
students
In the 2024/2025 academic year, 
Comenius University spent 
a total of 37 days at education 
fairs for prospective university 
students. Total visitor numbers 
reached 95,636.
 

Gaudeamus
Comenius University took part in the 
Gaudeamus post‑secondary education fairs 
in five cities in Slovakia and the Czech 
Republic. The series began in Nitra on 
24 – 25 September 2024, where 4,830 sec-
ondary‑school students visited the event. This 
was followed by the fair in Bratislava on 
8 – 10 October 2024 with a total of 11,795 vis-
itors. Comenius University also attended the 
Gaudeamus fair in Košice on 22 – 23 October 
2024, with overall attendance of 2,847 people. 
In the Czech Republic, the University was 
present at the Brno fair on 19 – 22 November 
2024, attended by 30,210 people. For the first 
time Comenius University also took part in 
the Prague fair, held on 21 – 23 January 2025, 
which was attended by 17,242 people.
 
Roadshow – Kam na vysokú 
(Which University)
The regional exhibition Kam na vysokú (Which 
University) Roadshow, aimed primarily at 
third‑ and fourth‑year secondary‑school stu-
dents considering options for university study, 
took place in the 2024/2025 academic year in 
nine cities: Trnava, Trenčín, Žilina, Košice, 
Prešov, Banská Bystrica, Poprad, Prievidza 
and Bratislava. Total attendance was 15,503 
people.

Alma mater
The regional Alma Mater fairs were estab-
lished under the auspices of the Ministry of 
Education. They are aimed especially at low-
er‑year students and stand out because the 
exhibitors are exclusively Slovak higher‑edu-
cation institutions, with no participation 
by foreign universities. In its second year the 
event took place in twelve cities (Trnava, 
Trenčín, Banská Bystrica, Nitra, Žilina, Prešov, 
Košice, Bratislava, Poprad, Lučenec, Rožňava 
and Komárno) and was attended by 12,809 
people in total.



Open Day 2024
Final‑year secondary‑school students could 
experience the atmosphere of university life 
through short, engaging lectures by inspiring 
speakers from the faculties of Comenius 
University, and obtain information on study 
options at faculty information stands. The 
event took place on 27 November 2024 in the 
Auditorium Maximum and in the entrance hall 
of the Faculty of Law. Approximately 600 peo-
ple visited the event.

Faculty Open Days
Throughout the 2024/2025 academic year, 
the faculties of Comenius University held 
Open Days for prospective students:

	→ Faculty of Medicine – 12 October 2024
	→ Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences – 

5 November 2024; 18 February 2025
	→ Faculty of Law – 29 November 2024
	→ Faculty of Physical Education and Sport – 

24 January 2025
	→ Faculty of Arts – 25 January 2025 

(9:30 – 14:00)
	→ Faculty of Education – 25 January 2025 

(13:00 – 16:00)
	→ Evangelical Lutheran Theological 

Faculty – February 2025 (individually by 
agreement)

	→ Jessenius Faculty of Medicine in 
Martin – 7 February 2025

	→ Faculty of Natural Sciences – 7 February 
2025

	→ Faculty of Pharmacy – 7 February 2025
	→ Faculty of Mathematics, Physics and 

Informatics – 12 February 2025; 11 June 
2025 (special Open Day for lower‑year 
secondary‑school students)

	→ Faculty of Roman Catholic Theology of 
Cyril and Methodius – 11 May 2025

Comenius University at the Gaudeamus fair

Comenius University Open Day



From students for 
students
The national Clinical Skills Event (CSE) com-
petition for pharmacy and medicine students 
took place on 14 March 2025 during the 
Pharmaceutical Education and Career Week, 
running in parallel in Bratislava (Comenius 
University Science Park) and Košice (Faculty 
of Medicine, Pavol Jozef Šafárik University). 
The fourth edition of the competition high-
lighted the importance of interdisciplinary 
cooperation with the aim of developing clini-
cal knowledge and skills and preparing stu-
dents for teamwork in healthcare. Twenty‑two 
teams took part, each consisting of two phar-
macy students and two medical students. 
Participants drew on their knowledge from 
clinically oriented subjects such as pharma-
cology, internal medicine and clinical phar-

macy. The main themes of the case 
studies were drug interactions, therapeutic 
duplication, pharmacotherapy in at‑risk 
groups, and comprehensive patient 
assessment.
The Slovak Association of Pharmacy 
Students created the award Voice of Young 
Pharmacy, and awarded the very first to 
prof. Emília Vášáryová. They presented it to 
her at the first public screening of the  
film Docentka z lekárne (Medic from the 
Pharmacy), in which the actress lent  
her voice to Assoc. Prof. Jarmila Zemanová 
Šimaljaková.

We inspire
Social Media
Comenius University has long been the leader 
among Slovak universities in communication 
on social media. With the highest number of 
followers on platforms such as Instagram, 
Facebook, X, YouTube, LinkedIn, Threads and, 
most recently, Bluesky, it actively builds 
and develops its online community. During the 
past academic year the University added 
Bluesky to its portfolio, responding to current 
trends in digital communication. Content on 
social media authentically reflects life at the 
University and its thirteen faculties and units, 
regularly sharing news from academic, scien-
tific, research and student life.

Key activities included targeted and aware-
ness campaigns, the most prominent of which 
was an awareness and prevention campaign 
focused on security and preparedness in  
crisis situations. Through videos and educa-
tional materials the University explained how 
to recognise risky behaviour, what to do in 
case of threat, and where to seek help, thereby 
enhancing awareness and a sense of security 
across the academic community.
Strong emphasis was also placed on suppor-
ting international mobility, especially  
through the ERASMUS+ programme and the 
ENLIGHT project.

The University also addressed socially impor-
tant topics — for example, it provided informa-
tion about narcolepsy; remembered World 
Alzheimer’s Day and the International Day of 
Women and Girls in Science; and highlighted 
measures to prevent sexual harassment. 
It creatively engaged the community with the 
recruitment campaign “Looking for CU Faces”, 
which involved students and alumni in buil-
ding the University’s visual identity. Through 
social media, Comenius University informs 
but also fosters an active relationship 
with students, alumni, staff, and the public.
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In addition to the printed periodical, the edito-
rial team published texts on the University 
website and produced the Komunita 
(Community) podcast.

Komunita (Community) Podcast
During the 2024/2025 academic year 
Comenius University released 18 episodes of 
the Komunita podcast. In the second series, 
Eva Kopecká joined as host. The podcast fea-
tures engaging conversations on diverse 
topics with renowned experts from the 
University. The most popular episodes were: 
Anton Heretik: Everyone Dreams and Every 
Dream Has Meaning; Milan Sedliak: It All 
Starts in the Mind — Including Weight Loss; 
and Juliana Gubišová: High Sensitivity Is Not 
a Diagnosis, but Rather a Character Trait.

Unum Necessarium: News of Comenius 
University in Bratislava
Comenius University continued to send the 
Unum Necessarium email newsletter to all 
staff and students at roughly two‑week inter-
vals during the semesters. It also includes 
a selection of news in English, with the cur-
rent version available on the CU InfoCentre 
website. The newsletter brings information 
about University developments, research and 
events, and also helps collect data. Most 
widely read articles included news about stu-
dent awards, exceptional events, professorial 
appointments, and major announcements 
and statements of the University. The episode 
of the Komunita podcast featuring Anton 
Heretik: Everyone Dreams and Every Dream 
Has Meaning, also achieved strong 
click‑throughs.

Naša univerzita 
(Our University) Magazine
In the 2024/2025 academic year two issues 
of Naša univerzita (Our University) magazine 
were published. The winter semester Issue 
No.1 appeared in October and focused on the 
stars of science who visited the University 
and Slovakia as part of the Starmus science 
and arts festival. The summer semester Issue 
No.2 was published in February and focused 
mainly on the renovation of the Ľudovít Štúr 
Dormitory. Each issue had a print run of 2,000 
copies; copies were distributed to the 
University’s faculties and units, grammar 
schools, partner universities in Slovakia and 
the Czech Republic, the Bratislava city admi-
nistration, libraries and selected media. 
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Awards to 
researchers
Researchers at Comenius 
University receive a wide range 
of national and international 
awards each year.

Slovenka roka 
(Slovak Woman of the Year)
Dean of the Faculty of Education Katarína 
Žilková received the 2025 Slovak Woman of 
the Year (Slovenka roka) award in the 
Education category. The recognition reflects 
her long‑standing professional work, efforts 
to improve the quality of education, and sup-
port for students and teachers. She has long 
focused on the development of mathematics 
education and teacher training.

Jozef Búda Award
Dr Martina Korytiaková of the Faculty of 
Roman Catholic Theology of Cyril and 
Methodius received the Jozef Búda Award, by 
which the expert community recognises out-
standing contributions in bioethics and medi-
cal law. Through her research and teaching 
she has significantly influenced the develop-
ment of bioethics in Slovakia and actively 
contributes to its popularisation.

Ludmila Sedlárová‑Rabanová Award
Dr Jakub Szabó of the Faculty of Medicine 
received the Ludmila Sedlárová‑Rabanová 
Award for an exceptional publication in the 
biological sciences, in which, together with 
colleagues, he examined the potential of oxy-
tocin as a therapeutic tool in the treatment 
of autism.
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Dean of FEDU Katarína Žilková with the 2025 
Slovenka roka award



IUGS Early Career Scientist Medal
Assoc. Prof. Michal Šujan of the Faculty of 
Natural Sciences received the prestigious 
IUGS Early Career Scientist Medal at the 37th 
International Geological Congress in Busan, 
South Korea, for outstanding results  
in the application of cosmogenic nuclides in 
geochronology and sedimentology. The 
International Union of Geological Sciences 
awards this medal once every four years 
to a young scientist who made an exceptional 
contribution to geology.

ESET Science Award
Researchers from the Faculty of Mathematics, 
Physics and Informatics won two main  
categories of the ESET Science Award in 
2024: Igor Farkaš was recognised as 
Outstanding Academic in Slovakia and 
František Herman as Outstanding Scientist in 
Slovakia Under the Age of 35. Michal Mego 
of the Faculty of Medicine received the Public 
Choice Award. The laureates were selected 
by an international jury chaired by Nobel lau-
reate Emmanuelle Charpentier.

FLAMMA
Dr Mária Havelková of the Faculty of Law 
received the FLAMMA award in the fourth  
edition, which recognises exceptional women 
lawyers who contribute to the development 
of the legal environment and to promoting 
diversity in law in Slovakia and the Czech 
Republic. The laureates were selected by 
a jury of more than fifty project ambassadors.

AI Leader in Education
Dr Zoltán Gyurász of the Institute of 
Information Technology Law and Intellectual 
Property Law at the Faculty of Law received 
the ASAI AI Person of the Year award in the 
category AI Leader in Education. He became 
the first ever holder of this award, presented 
by the Association for Artificial Intelligence.

Associate Professor Michal Šujan  
with the IUGS Early Career Scientist Medal

ESET Science Award 2024 laureates 
(from right): Igor Farkaš and František Herman
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INFRASTRUCTURE

Comenius University is deeply 
connected with Bratislava. 
Its faculties and facilities can be 
found in nearly every district 
of the city. The university 
includes not only faculties, but 
also hospitals, pharmacies, 
the Comenius University 
Botanical Garden, the medicinal 
plant garden, a herbarium, 
dozens of dormitory buildings, 
libraries, the university’s 
publishing house, and its archive. 
Although Comenius University 
is not a campus‑type institution, 
this has its advantages – by 
visiting the individual 
workplaces, you travel across 
the city and get to know 
Bratislava itself. One of its 
faculties – the Jessenius Faculty 
of Medicine – is located in 
Martin. Several other university 
facilities can also be found in 
Modra, at Richňava, in Nitra, 
and in other towns.

Dormitories
In addition to Mlyny and Družba, Comenius 
University also owns the Lanfranconi dormito-
ries, dormitories in Martin, a home for theolo-
gians and two priest seminaries. In 2024, 
a total of 7,051 students were accommo-
dated. University canteens served 1,483,225 
main meals.

Academic Library
In 2024 the services of the Comenius 
University Academic Library were used by 
12,563 registered users, of whom 11,350 
were students of the University. The online 
catalogue contained 599,789 bibliographic 
records. Over the year the library recorded 
249,081 loans.

University Press
Comenius University Press published 300 
titles in 2024. The largest share was study  
literature (40%, 118 titles). It also published 
monographs and conference proceedings. 
Part of the output is sold via contracted dis-
tributors and commercial bookshops; part 
is freely available in print or electronic form.
Centre for Information Technologies
The Centre operates the University’s informa-
tion systems, email, website, IT Support 
Centre and other services. In 2024 it 
expanded activities in personal data protec-
tion and cyber security, including e‑learning 
courses and webinars.

CU InfoCentre, also at Dormitories
In 2024 the CU InfoCentre handled more than 
6,750 emails, 1,750 phone calls and organ-
ised 50 events. The Dorms InfoCentre pro-
vided information and support to resident 
students and handled a total of 2,808 enquir-
ies (236 by email, 333 by phone, 2,239 in 
person).

Botanical Garden
The Comenius University Botanical Garden 
serves pedagogical, research, outreach and 
recreational purposes. It cooperates with 
350 botanical gardens worldwide under the 
Index seminum programme. In summer 2025 
it hosted the exhibition Presahy (Overlaps), 
which presented student works inspired by 
botany and new approaches to the 
Garden’s visual identity.

Archive
The Comenius University Archive preserves 
and makes accessible documents related 
to the history of the University and of educa-
tion in Slovakia. Its collections include diplo-
mas, photographs, audio‑visual materials, 
academic gowns, insignia and teaching aids.

Psychological Counselling Service
In 2024 the University’s Psychological 
Counselling Service provided services to 581 
new clients, a year‑on‑year increase of 16%. 
There were more than 3,000 sessions in total. 
The Service offered individual and group 
counselling, career counselling and sin-
gle‑session therapy. The number of interna-
tional clients increased; counselling was also 
provided in English, German, Spanish and 
Russian.



Presahy (Overlaps) exhibition at the CU 
Botanical Garden

Comenius University Psychological 
Counselling Service



HUMAN 
RESOURCES

In 2024, Comenius University 
employed a total of 4,430 
people (based on the average 
number of employees 
converted according to full-
time equivalents). Compared 
to 2023, the number decreased 
by 60.2 (-1.3%). Comenius 
University ranks among the 
largest employers in Slovakia. 
The university continuously 
invests in the development 
of all groups of its employees, 
with particular focus on 
supporting and advancing 
highly qualified experts 
in research, education, 
and innovation. Academic staff  
and researchers make up 
approximately 60% of 
the university’s total full-time 
equivalent workforce. 250
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The Gymnik folk ensemble performed at 
the celebration for CU employees in the 
Botanical Garden
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Olivier Monfort from the Faculty 
of Natural Sciences became the 
Scientific Personality of the 
Year 2024 in the category Young 
Scientist. He received the award 
for outstanding contributions 
to wastewater treatment 
research based on environmentally 
sustainable chemical processes 
using new unconventional 
materials and photochemistry.
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