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the ReCtoR‘s hall In the second half of 2014, there were elections held for the positions 
of university rector and deans at ten faculties. Many people were  re-elected 

to office. Prof. Karol Mičieta saw off two rival candidates to remain rector.

The academic senates expressed their continued faith in the faculty 
leadership of Prof. Jaroslav Šušol (FPHIL CU), Assoc. Prof. Milan Trizna (FNS CU), 
Prof. Alica Vančová (FEDU CU), Prof. Ján Danko (JFMED CU), Prof. Jozef Masarik 
(FMPH CU) and Prof. Jozef Komorník (FM CU). For the first time, faculties will be 
led by Prof. Juraj Šteňo (FMED CU), Assoc. Prof. Eduard Burda (FLAW CU), Assoc. 
Prof. Marián Vanderka (FSPORT CU) and Assoc. Prof. Lucia Mokrá (FSES CU).
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Assoc. Prof. RNDr. Ján Pekár, Ph.D. 
Vice-RectOR fOR study

Prof. RNDr. Ing. Ľudomír Šlahor, CSc.
Vice-RectOR fOR inteRnatiOnal  
RelatiOns

Prof. RNDr. Ján Turňa, CSc.
Vice-RectOR fOR infORmatiOn 
technOlOgy

Prof. RNDr. Karol Mičieta, Ph.D.
RectOR 

Prof. MUDr. Dušan Meško, Ph.D.
Vice-RectOR fOR science

Assoc. Prof. Mgr. Vincent Múcska, Ph.D.
Vice-RectOR fOR deVelOpment

the Comenius univeRsity exeCutive is the peRmanent advisoRy body to the ReCtoR.
the membeRs of the exeCutive inClude the ReCtoR, the viCe-ReCtoRs and the RegistRaR.

Prof. JUDr. Mária Patakyová, Ph.D.
Vice-RectOR fOR legislatiOn

Ing. Monika Tarabová
RegistRaR

the Comenius univeRsity exeCutive is the peRmanent advisoRy body to the ReCtoR.
the membeRs of the exeCutive inClude the ReCtoR, the viCe-ReCtoRs and the RegistRaR. 01ADMINISTRATION AND ORGANIZATION 
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prof. mudr. peter labaš, ph.d.
DEAN FMED CU

assoc. prof. Rndr. milan trizna, ph.d.
DEAN FNS CU 

prof. phdr. Jaroslav Šušol, ph.d.
DEAN FPHIL CU 

Prof. PharmDr. Pavel Mučaji, Ph.D.
DEAN FPHARM CU 

Prof. JUDr. Pavol Kubíček, CSc.
DEAN FLAW CU 

Prof. PaedDr. Alica Vančová, CSc.
DEAN FEDU CU 

Prof. PaedDr. Miroslav Holienka, Ph.D.
DEAN FSPORT CU

Prof. MUDr. Ján Danko, Ph.D.
DEAN JFMED CU

Prof. RNDr. Jozef Masarik, DrSc.
DEAN FMPH CU 

Comenius univeRsity CompRises 13 faculties, whiCh aRe managed by deans,  
viCe-deans and faCulty seCRetaRies.

Assoc. Prof. Ľubomír Batka, Dr. theol.
DEAN FEVTH CU 

Prof. PhDr. Silvia Miháliková, Ph.D.
DEAN FSES CU (TO 13 NOVEMBER 2014)

Assoc. Prof. PhDr. JUDr. Lucia Mokrá, Ph.D.
DEAN FSES CU (FROM 14 NOVEMBER 2014)

Assoc. Prof. ThDr. Marián Šuráb, Ph.D.
DEAN FRCTH CU (TO 28 FEBRUARy 2014)

thdr. ing. Vladimír thurzo, phd.
DEAN FRCTH CU (FROM 1 MARCH 2014)

Prof. RNDr. Jozef Komorník, DrSc.
DEAN FM CU 
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The Demands of the Slovak Nation of 1848 and the subsequent 
Memorandum of the Slovak Nation of 1861 contained requests 

that a national educational system be established for Slovaks at primary, 
secondary and tertiary level, including the establishment of a university. 
However, at that time these aims were not very achievable. Only after 1918 
and the establishment of the Czechoslovak Republic was it possible for these 
goals to be met.

As the first tertiary institution in Slovakia offering higher education in 
the Slovak language, Comenius University was established in Bratislava at the 
initiative of Dr Milan Hodža with the support of a number of Slovak and Czech 
members of the National Assembly under Act 375 Coll. of 27 June 1919, and it 
was officially named under government regulation No. 595/1919 Coll.

seeing that prešporok (bratislava) was allocated to the Czechoslovak 
Republic as a result of the peace conference, there has emerged the 
necessity to legally establish a university for the Slovaks. Therefore, 
in accordance with the wishes of the Slovak (parliamentary) club, 
a bill has been submitted in the National Assembly by Dr M. Hodža 
and the chairman of the National Assembly’s education committee, 
Dr O. Srdínko, for the establishment of the Czechoslovak State 
University (later renamed Comenius University) in Bratislava.”  — 
from a report by Dr Otakar Srdínko to the parliamentary Education 
Committee of the National Assembly

Since its establishment, Comenius University 
has been Slovakia’s most prominent institution 
in the higher education system and has become 
an internationally recognized centre of science 
and research. As the most well-developed classic 
university in Slovakia, it has maintained its position 
as Slovakia’s national university. Through its 
activities, the university systematically works in the 
following areas:
strengthening the university’s relationship with 

the Slovak Republic, where it has its roots
  becoming a foremost centre of learning in Europe
maintaining and developing its identity as an 
educational and scientific institution functioning 
at a high international level
cultivating among students a high level of personal 
quality and professionalism as well as humanity 
and humanism 
 improving the scientific and cultural outlook 
for society and economic prosperity. CU

Universities are the motor of innovation and economic development. They 
are investments in education, young people and the future of our countries. 
Yet the provision of knowledge is only part of this. The other part, which is at 
least as important, was pointed out by John Amos Comenius, the patron of your 
university, who said: ‘Schools are spaces where humanity is born and where 
people become real people.” Angela Dorothea Merkel, Dr.h.c. CU
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S ince as far back as 1088, when the first 
Studium generale was established in Bologna, 

the founders of European universities have not 
perceived them to be just centres of learning and 
spreading knowledge. They have also required 
them to cultivate and spread broadly human moral 
principles, humanism and tolerance. Over the 
centuries, this notable mission of universities is still 
present. In fact, if anything, it has strengthened.

The fundamental mission of Comenius
University is to serve society

… by developing and spreading learning

Comenius University proudly embraces its traditions 
and enhances the values upon which it was founded. 
The education of its students and the spreading 
of learning outside of the university’s grounds 
is primarily founded upon its own scientific activities 
and on knowledge gained from international 
interdisciplinary research.

Comenius University guarantees the preservation 
of freedom and democratic principles on academic 
soil and considers it the university’s responsibility to 
spread these values and principles to all of society.

The school is essentially the foundation 
of the state and the social order itself.”  
— Tomáš Garrique Masaryk

… undertaking scientific research

CU is a benchmark of scientific qUALITY. 
On its grounds it undertakes high-level research 
in practically all fields of science outside of 
engineering. While preserving scholarly freedom, 
the university strives to promote research 
which is connected to innovation and focused 
on the current needs of society.

… and contributing to the general 
good through its created values.

CU

Did you know that…

the main building of the 
university at 6 Šafárik 
square, which was 
ceremoniously opened 
in march 1937, was 
originally meant to serve 
as a commodity exchange 

and the offices of a Danube River shipping 
company and business commission. However, 
during construction there was a change in the 
purpose of the building, and it became the main 
building of the national university.

03 P
a

g
e 

1
2

—
1

3

mission

CU 2014

univerzita komenského / Ročenka 2014 / en / na 4. koRektúRu

base@silhouette.sk



Comenius University’s direction in individual areas 
is defined in its Long-Term Aim of Development for 
the period from 2014 to 2024, which is based on the 
university’s mission, the long-term strategy to date, 
the analysis of the current state of the university 
and strategic documents forming the framework of 
the scope of higher education in Slovakia and the 
European Union.

In the area of education

Comenius University has maintained its position in the 
area of education as the most significant national 
university and a university of international repute. 
Through its systematic activities, it will confirm that it 
is focused on students and their needs. It will stand 
out among providers of higher education through 
its qUALITY of education and innovation in the 

study programmes it offers, and mould students into 
critically-thinking people with a highly specialized 
education and ethical, social and communicative 
competencies at the highest level who are ready to 
assume responsible roles in society. The university 
will increase the academic mobility of students and 
teaching staff, expand the range of study programmes 
in foreign languages and continue to actively 
advocate for its students in the most significant 
international academic organizations. It will create 
joint study programmes with respected universities 
abroad and preserve those study programmes which 
do not have any parallel at other Slovak universities 
for the cultural and educational development of 
Slovakia. Comenius University will support fields of 
study focusing on national life, customs and traditions, 
and will introduce new impulses into continuing 
education. Comenius University will ensure the most 

The 95-year existence of Comenius 
University is inextricably linked with the 

history of Slovakia and Slovak scholarship, science, 
culture, art and sport. Comenius University has 
an interest in maintaining its position as a partner 
whose judgement is of major importance for the 
country and society in education and scientific 
research as well as in cultural and social life.

promising potential students decide to enrol at the 
university through its targeted work with secondary 
schools.

In the area of science and research

In science and research Comenius University has 
given priority to areas with exceptional potential in 
research and practical application, with an emphasis 
on the closest possible connection between research 
and social needs. This will strengthen its present 
position as a leader. Comenius University will place 
an emphasis on innovation and excellent research 
on an international level, and will be an equal partner 
in building a common european Research area. 
The university operates the Technology transfer 
Centre, which aims to effectively transfer the results 
of science and research into practical application. 

By implementing a university system of evaluation 
with international standards, the university will 
support the highest qUALITY of science and 
research, and support interdisciplinary research 
programmes. The university will create excellent 
conditions for the completion of big projects 
supported by international grants by maximizing 
scientific capacity and utilizing it in the comenius 
University Science Park, the Centres of Excellence 
and Competence Centres. It will continue to organize 
TOP-LEVEL academic events on university 
grounds.

In the area of management

In the area of management, Comenius University 
has set the strategic goals of developing human 
resources, creating a pleasant and ecologically 
responsible workplace, focusing on professionalism 
and performance in administrative tasks, using the 
most modern information and communications 
technology, releasing creative personnel of their 
administrative burden, implementing a university-
wide system of management qUALITY and making 
the internal organization of the university one that 
flexibly reacts to present demands. CU

04 Vision
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in 1999 the minor planet 10207 comeniana 
was named after Comenius University?

univerzita komenského / Ročenka 2014 / en / na 4. koRektúRu

base@silhouette.sk



In 2014 Comenius University was ranked: 

475th
in the University Ranking by Academic 
performance (URAP) out of 2000 evaluated 
universities which were selected from an initial 
20 thousand worldwide. It was in the top 23.8 % 
of universities worldwide and defended its place 
in the top 500.

In the Shanghai Ranking, which forms a part of the 
global Research university profiles (GRUP), 
Comenius University was ranked

1st
in the parameter of graduate unemployment after 
completion of full-time doctoral study. Of all the 
evaluated universities, Comenius University had the 
lowest number of unemployed doctoral graduates 
up to three months after graduation.

The high quality of education and 
research at Comenius University 

has been confirmed by objective evaluations 
from reputable ranking agencies. Comenius 
University is the only Slovak tertiary institution 
which has been placed in the top 500 universities 
worldwide in prestigious rankings. When 
compared to other prominent universities in the 
world, Comenius University’s activities are 
evaluated by objective criteria, including the

qUALITY of education

(as measured by the number of students who 
have received significant international awards, 
the number of employed graduates and the 
number of graduates who have gone on to lead 
top-level companies) and the

qUALITY of research

(as measured by the number of scientists who 
have received major international awards, the 
number of significant book publications and 
articles in prestigious journals, the number 
of citations and patents, and the degree 
of international cooperation).

2011—12

546th

+19
places

+32
places

+20
places

527th

495th

 TOP 500

475th

2012—13 2013—14 2014—15

CU’S PERFORMANCE IN THE UNIVERSITy Ranking by academic peRfORmance (URAP)

In the Round University Ranking (RUR) Comenius 
University was ranked 

440th
and was the only Slovak university to be included 
in this ranking of the 767 best universities in 
the world. The California Institute of Technology 
(Caltech) topped the ranking, followed by Harvard 
University (2nd place), the University of Oxford 
(3rd place), Stanford University (4th place) and 
the University of Cambridge (5th place). The RUR 
evaluates five basic areas: education (30 %), 
research (30 %), citations (30 %), international 
cooperation (7.5 %) and income gained from the 
practical application of research (2.5 %).

In the Webometrics Ranking of World Universities 
Comenius University was ranked

599th
out of over 20 thousand evaluated universities, putting 
it in the top 3 % of universities.

In the evaluation by the center for World university 
Rankings (CWUR) Comenius University was ranked

732nd
out of over 22 thousand evaluated universities, putting 
it in the top 3.3 %. The CWUR assesses the quality of 
education and student preparation as well as research 
quality independently of the surveys and data provided 
by the universities themselves. The top one thousand 
universities are then selected for a comprehensive 
ran king based on eight objective criteria. Comenius 
University was the only Slovak university to make this 
listing of the top one thousand universities in the world. 
CU

05 Performance in International Rankings
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2014 marked 95 years since the 
university’s establishment in 

1919. To mark this occasion, a number of events 
were organized for teachers, students and 
administrative staff as well as for the wider 
public. To celebrate this fact, Comenius 
University issued a commemorative medal 
which the rector gave to representatives of 
the university’s faculties, deserving members 
of the academic community and selected public 
officials, including Andrej Kiska, the President 
of the Slovak Republic. 

The history of the university was also covered in 
three books published in the anniversary year: one is 
dedicated to Comenius University’s honorary doctors 
and contains summaries of the 115 people who have 
received an honoris causa doctorate; the two other 
publications (Vivat Academia and Via Comeniana) 
discuss the most important milestones of Slovakia’s 
oldest university, recollections of Comenius University 
figures and important visits.

Fighting for freedom

comenius university and its students played an 
irreplaceable role in the struggle for freedom 
and democracy. The 25th anniversary of the 
revolutionary events of 1989 was commemorated 
on 19 November with the November 1989: 

a gatheRing of students 
in Comenius univeRsity‘s 
auditoRium duRing the 
VelVeT ReVOlUTiON iN 1989

06

How We (Do Not) Remember exhibition and a themed 
discussion (“Revolution as a Historic Task and 
Generational Experience”), which included those 
involved in the dramatic events of November 1989. 
There were a number of other cultural events to mark 
this occasion as well.

On the occasion of the anniversary of the 
1968 Warsaw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia, 
Comenius University opened an exhibition of 
photographs by Ladislav Bielik in the foyer of the 
university’s historical building on 21 August.

Humanity

In cooperation with the National Transfusion 
Service of the Slovak Republic, Comenius University 

organized the fifth annual university drop of 
blood in 2014 with the aim of encouraging students 
to regularly give blood, which is the most precious 
of liquids. A unit of donated blood is processed 
into three difference components: red blood cell 
concentrate, blood platelets and fresh frozen plasma. 
This means that the donor can help up to three 
patients. Over the five years this charitable event has 
been held, Comenius university can claim to have 
provided 1876 donors.

Comenius University showed compassion for those 
beyond Slovakia’s borders by organizing the 
largest university collection of toys for children 
in Tanzania. Those who donated toys brought into 
the lives of these children, whose lives are afflicted 
with drought and hunger, a hitherto unknown thing 

the university and society
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Did you know that…

the oldest faculty at Comenius University 
is the Faculty of Medicine? it started 
operating immediately after the 
university was established in 1919. 
The youngest faculty at the university 
is the Faculty of Social and Economic 
Sciences, which was founded in 2002.
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— a toy and a friend who will help them overcome 
their hardship and fight the difficult situation they 
find themselves in, a situation which is quite alien to 
children in Europe.

Integration

To commemorate the tenth anniversary of 
Slovakia’s accession to the European Union, 
Comenius University organized and hosted an 
expert conference on Slovakia’s ten years as an EU 
member which was attended by a state secretary of 
the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the 
Slovak Republic, a vice-president of the European 
Commission, ambassadors and other guests. The 
theme of expert discussion focused on the EU 
priorities of creating and consolidating economic 
growth and creating jobs, especially for young people.

As a part of the National Convention, Comenius 
University hosted a meeting of the Slovak and 
Czech prime ministers with students and National 
Convention members. The discussion was on the 
theme “Ten years Together in the EU – What Sort 
of Europe Do We Want?” The fact that the National 
Convention, which deals with the future of the 
European Union, took place at Comenius University 
confirms the fact that universities as bearers of 
learning, science, research and knowledge are 
supposed to play a significant role in the political, 
economic and social life of countries, and influence 

decision making in areas of importance for citizens 
and humanity.

Personalities

Comenius University awards honoris causa 
doctorates to important Slovak and international 
figures who have significantly contributed to 
the development of education, science, culture, 
democracy and human values, and who have 
personally helped bring about progress in human 
civilization by spreading learning and humanism. 
Honorary doctorates have been awarded to figures 
such as UN Secretary-General Kofi Atta Annan (1999), 
the 14th Dalai Lama and winner of the Noble Peace 
Prize Tenzin Gyatso (2000) and Gerhard Ertl (2009), 
the winner of the Nobel Prize in Chemistry. 

In 2014 Comenius University awarded three honorary 
doctorates. In January the renowned microbiologist 

angela meRkel ReCeiving 
an honoRaRy doCtoRate 

at Comenius univeRsity  

VideO 
uniba

06
Ján Vilček received this award. A graduate of Comenius 
University’s Faculty of Medicine, Prof. MUDr. Ján Vilček, 
Ph.D., is a figure of worldwide importance in the area 
of immunology and microbiological research. He has 
been teaching at New york University since 1973. He is 
the creator of Remicade, a medicine which is used in 
the treatment of chronic inflammatory disorders. Vilček 
is the recipient of a number of prestigious awards, 
including the Albert Gallatin Award and the National 
Medal of Technology and Innovation, the highest 
university honour and award in the United States for 
technological advancement, which was awarded to him 
by the US president in 2013.

In October the German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
received an honorary doctorate from Comenius 
University and became the third woman in history 
to receive this award from Slovakia’s oldest and 
largest university. This honorary degree was awarded 
to her as a mark of respect and admiration for her 
work as a scientist and state politician. It was also 
a recognition of her exceptional contribution to 
international cooperation, particularly regarding the 
development of Europe and her support for education 
and scientific research which contributes towards 
a common European future. During her studies and 
throughout her career as a scientist, Dr Merkel actively 
worked with some of Comenius University’s physical 
chemists – notably Prof. Urban and Prof. Kellö from the 
Faculty of Natural Sciences and Prof. Hubač from the 
Faculty of Mathematics, Physics and Informatics.

In December Comenius University awarded an 
honorary doctorate to anthony John turner, 
a renowned biochemist and professor at the 
University of Leeds. The scientific work of Prof. 
Turner deals with illnesses connected with ageing 
and dementia research. Prof. Turner was the first 
to identify and clone the ACE2 gene. His recent 
research has identified the ACE3 gene and shown 
the importance of lipid rafts and cholesterol in 
amyloid in Alzheimer’s disease. Dementia research 
is a priority area of health care in the European 
Union.

In October Walt bogdanich, an investigative 
journalist, three-time pulitzer prize recipient 

and editor at The New york Times, gave a lecture 
at Comenius University. This was a valuable 
opportunity for students to meet and discuss 
matters with a renowned figure of world journalism. 
The event will undoubtedly have a positive impact 
on the development of investigative journalism in 
Slovakia. Bogdanich built upon the previous visit 

walt bogdaniCh
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Prof. RNDr. pavol povinec, DrSc., gave a public 
lecture on the Fukushima nuclear disaster and its 
impact on the environment and energy concepts.

In April the Dean of the Faculty of Management, 
Prof. RNDr. Jozef Komorník, DrSc., was personally 
named an Officer in the Ordre des palmes 
académiques (Order of Academic Palms) by the 
French minister of education. Membership in the 
order is awarded to those who have contributed 
to the spreading and promotion of French language 
and culture through exceptional educational 
endeavour. Academic palms have been given 
to exceptional teachers since 1808, when the 
award was founded by Napoleon Bonaparte. 
The Order of Academic Palms is the highest 
state honour in France for educational work and 
can also be awarded to teachers from outside 
France. The awarding of this honour was due to 
the operation of the French Programme at the 
Faculty of Management, which is supported by the 
French embassy. The programme offers students 
the opportunity to study various subjects in the 
field of management in the French language, 
specifically being aimed at graduates of bilingual 
secondary grammar schools specializing in 
French, and has a range of partner universities 
in French-speaking countries. It provides optimal 
conditions for students to prepare for a career 
in management in French companies with an 
international reach. CU

of Abigail Goldman and became the fourth Pulitzer 
Prize recipient to give a lecture at Comenius University.

In August 2014 Peter Pellegrini, the Minister of 
Education, Science, Research and Sport of the 
Slovak Republic, awarded the grand medal of st 
gorazd to Prof. PhDr. Juraj Dolník, DrSc., for his 
lifetime contribution in education and scientific 
research in the areas of Slovak linguistics and 
linguocultural studies, and the development and 
promotion of Slovak studies both in Slovakia and 
internationally.

In 2014 Comenius University continued its long 
tradition of public lectures by renowned cu 
academics. These lectures are organized in order 
to present scientific findings to the academic 
community as well as to the general public in 
an accessible, attractive and understandable 
way. The reception to these lectures has always 
been overwhelmingly positive. In November 

pResident of the 
slovak RepubliC 
ANDReJ KiSKA DURiNg 
Comenius univeRsity‘s 
95th anniveRsaRy 
CelebRations 07

The primary mission of Comenius University 
is to develop and spread learning, 

and as a research institution it does this in 
a creative and scientific way. Comenius University 
fulfils its strategic mission of maintaining a wide 
knowledge base and developing and supporting the 
European study model. European standards and 
regulations are based on the fundamental principle 
that the provider of tertiary education bears 
the primary responsibility for the quality of the 
education it provides.

The process of implementing a comprehensive 
internal system of quality assurance was 
completed in 2014 with the support of EU funding. 
This system covers the three pillars of Comenius 
University’s core activities: education, science and 
research, and management.

An objective evaluation of the qUALITY of 
Comenius University’s performance quality within 
the Slovak higher education system is provided 
every year by the Academic Ranking and Rating 
agency (ARRA). In 2014 ARRA published its tenth 
evaluation of 112 faculties at Slovak tertiary 
institutions. Comenius University maintained 
its longstanding position as the country’s 
leader in medical sciences (the Jessenius Faculty 
of Medicine), natural sciences (the Faculty of 
Mathematics, Physics and Informatics) and social 
sciences (the Faculty of Social and Economic 
Sciences). An objective marker of quality is 
undoubtedly the fact that Comenius University has 
one of the lowest levels of unemployment among 
graduates. Furthermore, CU graduates are some 
of the highest earners in Slovakia.

education

CU 2014
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Comenius University also supports performance 
qUALITY among its students. For passing with 
distinction during studies in 2014, the university 
awarded special academic mentions from the 
rector to 198 recipients which were linked to financial 
rewards totalling €31,913. The CU Rector’s Prize for 
an Outstanding Master’s Thesis was awarded to 65 
recipients and was linked to financial rewards totalling 
€10,725. On the occasion of International Students’ 
Day, 30 CU students received Academic Mentions from 
the rector and financial rewards totalling €10,585 
for representing the university both in Slovakia and 
abroad. In 2014 financial rewards (“motivational 
scholarships”) were awarded to 3,898 students and 
totalled €1,190,366.

The good reputation of the university was made 
evident in the student personality of Slovakia, 
a national competition of young talent in which seven 
CU students participated. This project is organized 
by the Slovak branch of Junior Chamber International 
under the patronage of Slovak president Andrej 
Kiska. It also has the support of the Slovak Rectors’ 
Conference and the expert assurance of the Slovak 
Academy of Sciences. It has the aim of presenting 
to the public exceptional students and doctoral 
researchers who have achieved significant results 
in science and research, art and sport. In the tenth 
year of this event, Mgr. Michaela Horňáčková, Ph.D., 

a student of the Faculty of Mathematics, Physics and 
Informatics, won the electrical technology category.  

significant success was achieved by CU students in 
international competitions. The National Collegiate 
College Association presented  Dominika Filínová 
and Tomáš Lukačovský, both students of Comenius 
University’s Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences, 
with awards of distinction for their outstanding position 
paper at the National Model United Nations university 
conference in Rome. Clarissa do Nascimento Tabosa 
and Michaela Dénešová received an Honourable 
Mention Delegation award. The students from Comenius 
University’s Faculty of Mathematics, Physics and 
Informatics confirmed their programming qualities in 
the ACM International Collegiate Programming Contest. 
The CU team, which included Tomáš Belan, Peter 

Comenius univeRsity‘s shaRe of doCtoRal  
(ph.d.) students in slovakia

TOTAL NUMBER 
OF DOCTORAL 
STUDENTS
9,071

2,276
OF THEM 
ARE FROM 
COMENIUS 
UNIVERSITY 

25.1 %
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Fulla and Ján Hozza, and which was under the expert 
guidance of RNDr. Michal Forišek, Ph.D., advanced to 
the final and defeated teams from more prestigious 
universities such as the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, the University of Cambridge and Stanford 
University.

In addition to the qUALITY of studies undertaken 
at the university, Comenius University’s dominant 
position in the Slovak higher education system 
is ensured by the diversity and number of study 
programmes it offers. Moreover, Comenius University 
has the highest number of students and the highest 
number of applicants for its study programmes. 

Comenius University’s profile as a classic university 
enables students to choose from the widest 

range of study programmes in Slovakia. In 2014 
Comenius University offered 658 accredited study 
programmes covering a diverse array of social, 
educational, medical, natural science, economic, 
legal, and theological disciplines — literally everything 
from A (Applied Informatics) to Z (Zoology). Within 
its great range of programmes, Comenius University 
has traditionally offered programmes which are not 
taught at any other Slovak university, including Asian 
Languages and Cultures, and Curative Education.
26,624 students studied at Comenius University’s 13 
faculties in 2014 at all three levels of study: 2,507 
of them came  from more than 70 different countries. 
International students make up around 8.5 % of all 
students at Comenius University. In fact, 23.1 % of all 
international students at Slovak tertiary institutions 
have chosen to study at Comenius University. 

the numbeR of inteRnational students at  
Comenius univeRsity as a pRopoRtion of the total 
numbeR of inteRnational students in slovakia

TOTAL 
NUMBER OF 
INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS 
IN SLOVAKIA  
10,851

2,507
OF THEM  
STUDY AT
COMENIUS 
UNIVERSITY  

23.1 %
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The university has 2,276 students at doctoral level, 
which is more than one quarter of all doctoral students 
at tertiary institutions in Slovakia.

In an effort to innovate the provision of education and 
prepare students for working life in the best possible 
way, Comenius University in cooperation with the 
University of Economics in Bratislava established 
a joint Bachelor’s programme in Economics and Law, 
and offers foreign-language programmes in the areas 
of management, law sciences, medical sciences and 
pharmacology. In 2014 the Faculty of Law established 
the Prof. Karol Plank Courtroom, where students 
can simulate real court cases and better prepare 
themselves for working in the legal profession.

Comenius University has established itself as a sought-
after and respected partner in higher education at 

the European level through the increase of CU student 
and teacher participation in international academic 
mobility programmes such as Erasmus, Erasmus+, 
CEEPUS, Leonardo da Vinci and Aktion Österreich —
Slowakei. In 2014 the university sent 836 students and 
65 teachers to universities and academic institutions 
abroad, and hosted 391 students and 24 teachers on 
academic mobility programmes.

The international standing of Comenius University 
has been further strengthened by its membership in 
important academic organizations. In 2014 Comenius 
University was an active member of the European 
University Association, the Network of Universities from 
the Capitals of Europe, the Utrecht Network, the Danube 
Rectors’ Conference, the European Network Information 
System, the European Association of International 
Education and the Central European Initiative University 
Network. Furthermore, Comenius University became 
a member of the ASEAN European Academic University 
Network and the Agence universitaire de la Francophonie.

In addition to the provision of education at the three 
levels of higher education, Comenius University offers 
a wide range of subjects for the general public as a part 
of continuing education. In addition to the traditional 
summer schools and expert lectures, thousands of 
people have attended courses organized by the Centre 
for Continuing Education ranging from career-specific 

and language courses right through to the University of 
the Third Age.

In the 50th year of its summer school of Slovak 
language, Comenius University’s studia academica 
slovaca — The Centre for Slovak as a Foreign 
Language (SAS) met the needs of 179 students from 
38 countries. To celebrate its 50th anniversary, SAS 
organized an international symposium on the 50 
years of its existence in the context of Slovak studies 
in Slovakia and abroad. In contrast to other summer 
language courses, SAS has maintained its academic 
profile within the discipline of Slovak studies. Over the 
decades the summer school has been attended by more 
than 6200 people from 76 countries.

The Children’s University is an exceptionally popular 
way for teaching staff at Comenius University to 

present their knowledge. It was held for the 12th time 
in 2014 and attracted 258 participants. This event 
is open to children up to 15 years of age during the 
summer holidays and is organized in association with 
the Divadlo Aréna theatre. 

A key strategic goal for Comenius University in the 
area of education and quality improvement is targeted 
cooperation with secondary schools. The common 
goal of a number of projects and initiatives has been 
to get the most promising secondary school students 
to consider studying at Comenius University. In 
addition to regularly-held open days, where faculties 
and teachers provide potential students with all the 
required information about the study programmes and 
present to them the university facilities, classrooms, 
laboratories and research centres, faculties organize 
special events for talented students. One such 
event was the Virtual Reality Without Borders mini-
conference, where many younger students were able to 
learn more about the natural sciences, mathematics, 
physics and informatics in an unconventional way. 
Another form of cooperation with secondary schools is 
the training given by CU students to secondary school 
students preparing for international competitions. CU 
students were involved in the training of the students 
who won gold medals at one of the largest international 
physics competitions, which was held from 3 to 10 July 
2014 in the English town of Shrewsbury. CU
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Today we are developing your future!

THE COMENIUS UNIVERSITy SCIENCE PARK WILL 
OPERATE IN THE FIELDS OF MOLECULAR MEDICINE, 
ENVIRONMENTAL MEDICINE AND BIOTECHNOLOGy.
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Comenius University is one of the best science and 
research institutions in Slovakia. It has secured this 

illustrious positon due to its achievements in research, its 
creative employees and its ability through qUALITATIVE 
performance to secure financial support for scientific 
inquiry. In 2014 Comenius University was involved 
in 716 scientific projects with multi-source funding 
totalling €22.6 million. 

field publications Citations Citations per 
publication

Physics 1,503 25,721 17.11

Chemistry 1,117 10,302 9.22

Clinical Medicine 1,040 7,680 7.38

Biology & Biochemistry 845 5,636 6.67

Plant & Animal Science 310 2,635 8.50

All fields* 7,284 68,549 9.41

Cumulative data from 2005 to 2014 
Essential Science Indicators (ESI) to 31 December 2014 

*  Out of 4,678 evaluated research institutions, Comenius University (with 7,284 scientific 
publications) ranked 782nd and was in the top 19.9 % of research institutions in the world for 
the period from 2005 to 2014. With a total of 68,549 citations, Comenius University ranked 933rd 
and was in the top 16.7 % of research institutions in the world for the same period.

Number of citations: 
933rd out of 
4,678 evaluated 
research institutions  
worldwide  
(the top 19.9 %).  

Number of 
publications:  
782nd out of 4,678 
evaluated research 
institutions  
worldwide  
(the top 16.7 %) 

Comenius University can boast a number of quality 
researchers and teachers who are among the 
Slovak and international elite in their fields. 
In 2014 Prof. Ján Turňa received a laureate 
award from the European Projects Association 
Advisory Board at the European Projects Awards 
for his research findings.

the scientist of the year prize for 2013 was 
awarded by the Slovak Centre of Scientific and 
Technical Information in 2014 to Assoc. Prof. 
Stanislav Tokár from the Faculty of Mathematics, 
Physics and Informatics. Tokár is an expert in the 
physics of elementary particles. He received the 
award for his important contribution to high energy 
physics, particularly regarding the search for the 
Higgs boson and the determination of the top quark 
charge. Comenius University was also successful 

in Slovakia’s Young Researcher of the Year 
award, which was won by Dr Michal Pitoňák 
from the Faculty of Natural Sciences. Pitoňák 
received this award for his exact quantum chemistry 
calculation of non-covalent complexes with a focus 
on biologically important molecules such as DNA 
and proteins.

The qUALITY of scientific research at Comenius 
University has been confirmed by the Accreditation 
Commission’s identification of elite scientific 
teams at institutions of higher education in Slovakia. 
The Accreditation Commission identified 37 elite 
scientific teams in total. Of these, 19 were from 
Comenius University: the Faculty of Arts, the Faculty 
of Mathematics, Physics and Informatics, the Faculty 
of Natural Sciences, the Faculty of Medicine and the 
Jessenius Faculty of Medicine.

08 science and Research
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Comenius University has made the following all 
priority areas for its research potential: molecular 
medicine, biomedical research and biotechnology, 
materials research and nanotechnology, 
environmental medicine, sustainable energy and 
power, information and communications technology 
and mathematical and statistical methods, social 
challenges and human rights, research into collective 
identities as the main elements of social and 
cultural processes, the development of business and 

management systems  of organizations, and research 
into the health and physical and mental competence of 
the population. 

Innovations and progressive research trends in 
these areas are catered for by Comenius University’s 
Centres of Excellence, and in the future will be further 
supported by the research centres at the Comenius 
University Science Park and the BioMed Martin 
biomedical centre, which Comenius University began 

Comenius univeRsity‘s shaRe of total  
publiCation aCtivity in slovakia as a % foR 2014

Comenius univeRsity‘s shaRe of elite sCientifiC 
teams at institutions of higheR eduCation 
iN SlOVAKiA  

Comenius univeRsity‘s shaRe of slovak  
publiCations in the CuRRent Contents ConneCt  
database as a % foR 2014 

cu — Comenius University / sas — Slovak Academy of Sciences / stu — Slovak University of Technology /  
tuk — Technical University of Košice / pu — University of Prešov / eub — University of Economics in Bratislava /  
other institutions of higher education 

CU

18.8 9.5 10.9 8.7 6.2 6.2 39.7

SAS STU TUK PU EUB other

21.2 34.9 10.8 6.0 1.6 0.9 24.6

CU SAS STU TUK PU EUB other

THERE ARE A TOTAL
OF 37 ELITE SCIENTIFIC 
TEAMS AT INSTITUTIONS
OF HIGHER EDUCATION
IN SLOVAKIA.

19 OF THEM ARE AT CU

51.4 %

building in 2014 as a strategic science and research 
priority.

The Comenius University Science Park has the 
aim of serving as a comprehensive research incubator 
for the university and for private sector entities 
working in the area of science and technology. The 
total expenditure for the project totals almost 42 
million euros and is being brought to fruition with the 
help of EU funds. The park’s construction is planned 
to last 18 months, after which time the technological 
facilities and laboratory equipment will be supplied. 
The science park will create nearly 250 jobs and will 
contain 80 laboratories (for biotechnology, molecular 
biology, genetics, chemistry, microbiology, virology, 
physiology, ethology, cell biology, plant physiology 
and other disciplines), 50 offices and meeting rooms, 
and spaces for technical and operational support.

biomed martin is an elite research centre 
at the Jessenius Faculty of Medicine in Martin 
which cooperates with centres of excellence, 
competence centres and other specialized centres 
of the faculty with the aim of producing excellent 
outputs in research and development in the field 
of molecular medicine, oncology, respirology and 
neuroscience. The BioMed laboratories will focus 
on research into visceral pain, chronic coughing, 
pharmacokinetics and toxicology, experimental 
physiology, psychophysiology, the autonomic nervous 
system, genomics, tissue culture, proteomics and 
metabolomics. Total expenditure on the BioMed 
Martin project totals more than €26.3 million and is 
financed to a significant degree by EU funds.  

In terms of transferring research findings and 
innovations into field application, which is another 
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Comenius University Number of  
elite teams  

Share of the total 
number of elite 
teams as a %  

Comenius University 19.0 51.4

CU Faculty of Arts 4.0 10.8

CU Faculty of Mathematics, Physics and Informatics 6.5 17.6

CU Faculty of Natural Sciences* 5.5 14.9

CU Jessenius Faculty of Medicine 2.0 5.4

CU Faculty of Medicine 1.0 2.7

other slovak schools 18.0 48.6

total 37.0 100.0

Comenius univeRsity‘s shaRe of elite teams at institutions of higheR 
eduCation in slovakia as evaluated by the aCCReditation Commission

of Comenius University’s strategic goals in science 
and research, the university registered four new 
inventions which are of use in computed tomography, 
angiography, arteriography, mammography, the 
preparation of antiviral drugs, bioorganic and 
medicinal chemistry and the automotive, electronic, 
pharmaceutical, chemical and food industries.

the support and training of young scientists 
is one of Comenius University’s core roles. Every 

year the university supports young researchers 
by awarding grants to young scientists. In 2014 
Comenius University supported 305 projects 
to a total amount of €292,890. In addition, it 
systematically creates a space for young scientists to 
present the excellent results of their work in a public 
forum. In 2014 doctoral students at the university’s 
faculties had this opportunity at the third edition 
of the Combining Knowledge, Invention and Science 
Conference. CU

* In one elite 
scientif ic team FMPH 
CU and FNS CU are 
working together.
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CU 2014

In terms of human resources, Comenius 
University is an attractive employer 

and one of the largest employers in Slovakia. 
Figures for 2014 show that the university 
employed 4,467 people; most employees were 
teaching staff and researchers, who numbered 
2,437. The student–teacher ratio was 12:1.

numbeR of Cu employees in 2014

employees Number

Teachers 1,983

Researchers 454

Others 2,030

total 4,467

TEACHERS

44.4 %

RESEARCHERS

10.1 %

OTHERS

45.5 %
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In 2014, 62 academic staff became associate 
professors and 12 became full professors. While 
there are a total of 332 full professors teaching 
in 137 disciplines at the university, their age 
structure suggests there is an urgent need for the 
university to primarily develop its human resources 
in this most qualified part of its workforce. 

In line with the goals set out in the Long-Term Aim 
of Comenius University, the university’s rectorate 
implemented the Competence Model: Personal 

Audit 2014 project, which gathered information 
with the aim of improving the efficiency of service 
provision in the various departments and offices 
at the rectorate. External auditors produced a final 
report on improving and increasing efficiency 
in the working activities of the rectorate and 
provided specific recommendations in terms 
of the organization and planning of work, human 
resources, process and budgetary management, 
and internal controls. CU

an oveRview of the stRuCtuRe of teaChing 
staff at Comenius univeRsity in 2014 

teachers Number*

Professors and associate professors 
with a DrSc. 277

Associate professors without a DrSc. 540

Other teachers with a DrSc.  2

Other teachers with a Ph.D. or CSc. 918

Other teachers without a Ph.D. 275

total 2,012

OTHER 
TEACHERS 
WITH A DRSc. 

0.1 %

OTHER  
TEACHERS  
WITHOUT A Ph.D.  

13.7 %

ASSOCIATE 
PROFESSORS 
WITHOUT 
A DRSc.  

26.8 %

OTHER 
TEACHERS WITH 
A Ph.D. OR CSc. 

45.7 %

PROFESSORS AND 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS 
WITH A DR.Sc. 

13.8 %

*  The average number of employees calculated on the basis 
of employment contract.
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The proof of a high education is the 
ability to speak about complex matters 
as simply as possible.” — Ralph Waldo 
Emerson

With 13 faculties, more than 20 educational, 
research and other centres and facilities, 

and 4,466 employees, 26,624 students and 3,416 
people attending continuing education courses, 
Comenius University has maintained its position 
as undoubtedly the largest educational 
institution in Slovakia. Associated with this 
there are certain specifics and high demands 
on infrastructure. 
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Comenius University’s Information 
Technology Centre

Information and communications technology services 
at Comenius University are covered by 43 information 
systems. Their operation, compatibility and security, 
the development and innovation of software and 
hardware components, and cooperation among 
all relevant centres, is provided by Comenius 
University’s Information Technology Centre.

Botanical Garden 
Comenius University’s Botanical Garden was 
established in 1942, and is a unique research and 
educational centre. There is a collection of plants 
at the garden which is regularly maintained and 
expanded, and the garden is used for educational 
purposes. The garden is open to the public from April 
to October. During this time a number of attractive 
events are arranged, including the Rock Garden 
Exhibition, the Cactus Spring, Summer Concerts and 
the Fruits of Autumn.

The Comenius University Archive 
is a specialized centre with more than 50 years 
of history. The archive collects, registers and 
preserves archived documents dealing with Comenius 
University and Slovakia which are deemed to be 
a part of the nation’s cultural heritage. It also 
makes this material available for research purposes. 

In addition, the archive contains two jewels: two 
diplomas from 1775 and 1927 which have been 
specially registered by the Slovak Ministry of the 
Interior. A research room is available for consulting 
archive material.

The Comenius University
Academic Library 
In 2014 the Comenius University Academic Library 
provided services to nearly 19 thousand registered 
clients, most of whom were CU students. In addition 
to the online catalogue of faculty libraries, the 
library keeps a database of publications by CU 
employees. Every year 50 to 60 thousand new items 
are added to the library collections. The total library 
collection at Comenius University comprises some 
1.4 million items.

Did you know that…

in 2014 there were more students studying at 
Comenius University than there were inhabitants 
in the town of Piešťany?

Web 
uniba

Non-investment Fund
Comenius University has a non-investment fund 
which aims to support the university’s development 
programmes, create the necessary conditions for 
presenting and promoting the university’s goals within 
the broader social consciousness, increase the social 
recognition of the work of the university’s teaching 
staff and support exceptionally talented students.

Accommodation Facilities  
Comenius University has the largest student 
accommodation facilities in Slovakia. In 2014 it 
provided accommodation to one third of all its students 
in its own facilities, and 2,236,860 meals were 
served in the student canteens. 2014 also saw the 
introduction of an electronic system ensuring a non-
discriminatory allocation of accommodation capacity, 
which has been well received by students. The student 
accommodation facilities have medical facilities where 
general and specialized medical care are provided.

Support Centre for Students 
with Special Needs

Comenius University has a support centre for students 
with special needs which provides information, advice, 
support services and educational activities for students 
and those applying to study who have special needs, 
teachers and the public. The centre is located in the 
Faculty of Mathematics, Physics and Informatics, and 
there are special-needs coordinators at every faculty.

Psychological Consultancy
Since 1968 Comenius University has operated 
a psychological consultancy for students. In addition to 
individual consultations, the consultancy offers couple 
and group therapy as well as themed training sessions 
and courses.
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Comenius University Press

A significant part of the publishing activities at the 
university is covered by Comenius University Press. 
In 2014 it published 213 titles with a total number 
of 51,920 copies. 

Naša univerzita  

In addition to its wealth of scientific journals, 
Comenius University has published the oldest 
university magazine, Naša Univerzita (Our University), 
since September 1955. This magazine is published 
ten times a year on a monthly basis (not in July and 
August) with 3,200 copies, and features a bonus issue. 
The magazine is also available in electronic form on 
the university’s website.

10 INFRASTRUCTURE

In 2014 Comenius University opened an 
information centre for students and those 
interested in studying with the aim of 
developing study advice and support. In addition 
to information, the centre also offers a range 
of CU merchandise. The centre can be visited 
in person and contacted by telephone as well 
as electronically: www.uniba.sk
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Student Organizations  
The large number of students guarantee a rich 
student experience. Each faculty has various 
student organizations catering to particular 
interests, many of which have a solid international 
backing (e.g. AIESEC and ELSA). The university’s 
ensembles — Gymnik from the Faculty of Physical 
Education and Sport, and Comenius from the Faculty 
of Education — perform at ceremonial events. 
The faculties also have sports clubs which represent 
the university in academic sports tournaments. 
The Comenius University rowing team repeated its 
victory in the University Regatta Bratislava and kept 
the regatta trophy, which was made by the sculptor 
Milan Lukáč.

Competitions  
In addition to studying, students take part in a 
number of competitions organized by the university 
with the aim of strengthening their relationship 
to their Alma mater. In 2014, on the occasion of 
the 95th anniversary of the university’s founding, 
a photographic competition on the theme of “My 
University” was organized. The winning entry was 
placed on the cover of the book Vivat Academia: 95 
rokov Univerzity Komenského (Vivat Academia: 95 

years of Comenius University). The winner was able to 
choose between one year of free accommodation at the 
university’s accommodation facilities and a notebook, 
and the rector invited the winner to lunch. Those who 
submitted ten other entries received an interesting 
financial reward. 

Information Centre  
In 2014 Comenius University opened an information 
centre for students and those interested in studying 
with the aim of developing study advice and support. 
In addition to information, the centre also offers 
a range of CU merchandise. The centre can be 
visited in person and contacted by telephone as 
well as electronically.

Public Relations Department 
Media services and communication with the public 
are carried out by the university’s public relations 
department through a wide range of communicational 
tools. Those interested in studying at Comenius 
University can consult the university’s website  
(www.uniba.sk), which underwent an upgrade in 2014. 
The university and its faculties also have their own 
profiles on social networks where current happenings 
in academic life are actively discussed. CU
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cOmenius uniVeRsity 
IN BRATISLAVA

FACULTy OF LAW

FACULTY OF PHARMACY

FACULTY OF ROMAN  
CATHOLIC THEOLOGY

FACULTY OF ARTS

FACULTY OF PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION AND SPORTS

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
THEOLOGICAL FACULTY

FACULTY OF NATURAL  
SCIENCES

JESSENIUS FACULTY 
OF MEDICINE

FACULTY OF MANAGEMENT

FACULTY OF MEDICINE

FACULTY OF EDUCATION

FACULTY OF MATHEMATICS, 
PHYSICS AND INFORMATICS

FACULTY OF SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC SCIENCES

COMENIUS UNIVERSITY 
ACADEMIC LIBRARy

ACCOMMODATION
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