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Course aims:
The course is aimed to increase students’ intercultural sensitivity by articulating unwritten 
rules which are practised both in public and private life in Slovakia.
It also aims to familiarise students with the scholarly view on ethnicity and the processes of
creating the images of “self” and “other”. Students will compare these circumstances to the
corresponding conditions in their countries of origin.

The main topics:
The course addresses a range of questions related to, what does it mean to be a member 
of an ethnic group:

 What are the universal and the specific features of unwritten rules?
 How can we compare the rules related to one's origin with rules in a foreign 

country?
 What is a difference between stereotype and prejudice?
 Why are the lists of do's and don'ts useless? 

Learning outcomes:
At the end of this course, students will be able to:

 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of difference between universal and 
specific features of human cultures.

 Articulate historical context of cultural particularities on selected examples.
 Increased skills in participant observation and ethnographic note taking.
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Schedule of the course sessions:

Quick fact box: Geography, People, Languages, Religion 

 How are people shaped by local geography, dialects and religions?
 What kinds of frameworks of this sort are you aware of in your country of origin?
 Selecting the focus of your observation and your presentation.

Migration and minorities

 What kinds of minorities - historical and recent - are living in your country?
 Where did your ancestors come from? 
 We are going to create a map of our ancestors.

The use of ethnography in your diary making 

 What people usually ask others and what they may not ask in your home country?
 What are the principles of participant observation?
 How do we take notes in a diary?
 What kinds of new questions would you add into the game 

“beentheretogether.cards”?
 Q&A session for diary-making and essay argumentation

History, festivals and holidays 

 Which kinds of communal remembrances people pay attention to?
 What might the first names and family names in your family mean? 
 For the session on 11.4. prepare a family tree, please. 

Intercultural communication, public and private

 What did you observe in your country of origin regarding different communication 
styles of various social groups?

 What communication features can you observe in different environments in 
Slovakia?

 What are the universal cognitive patterns?
 What new kinds of questions are there in your field of observation in diary making?



Family and networking 

 How does a traditional family structure in a region relate to current communication 
practices? 

 What is a patriarchy index?
 What is elderly's and children's status in your society?

Organizing everyday space 

 How are the cities and villages shaped - now and then?
 How are the types of dwellings and the types of families interrelated?
 Prepare for a long commented walk in the City
 For the session on 11.4. prepare a family tree, please. 

Organizing everyday time 

 How does a common working day look like in your country? 
 What role does one's family life play in business planning?
 How do people usually organize time for socializing and leisure?
 What is your perception of time in Slovakia? 
 Please, bring your diaries.

Visiting and making friends

 What kinds of social networks are you a member of?
 How can one compare historical social networks and recent ones?
 What is a rule of thumb for a visitor?
 What gifts are appropriate?
 How did markets originate?
 What are the markets’ functions at present?
 What kind of food do you find tasty or disgusting?

Colloquium
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Assignments and evaluation
  

Students are supposed to attend the course, participate in discussions, give a presentation
on a selected topic based on reflexions from their participant observation. Students can 
choose any form of a fieldwork diary (written, drawn, in a form of a blog, comix or photo-
diary) to describe cultural norms which they would discuss. They would describe time, 
place, actors and social situations according to the topics delineated in the course 
structure. They would discuss their experience in comparison to their country of origin. 
They shall include minimum 3 references to the academic sources (recommended in bold).
At the end of the course students will submit an essay on a selected topic. An essay is to 
be written on the basis of the fieldwork diary. 

Students will be evaluated on the basis of the following requirements and assignments:
1. Presentation of a selected topic based on the fieldwork diary during the term (30% of 
grade);
2. Final exam: written essay with minimum 2000 and maximum 2500 words or audio-visual
document based on a scenario with app. 1000 words (70% of grade). To be submitted due
June 1, 2020, 12.00 am in moodle.uniba.sk
Before submission please consider marking guide below and consulting teachers.

 



Marking guide
___/15 INTRODUCTION & THESIS: clear presentation of topic, explicit statement of thesis that 
clearly states what the author will attempt to prove

___/10 STRUCTURE: there should be a coherent pattern and a logical progression in the 
presentation of the material that supports the thesis

___/10 RELEVANCE: each point should further the argument

___/10 COVERAGE: covers all relevant points needed to support the thesis, but does not include 
irrelevant background information

___/25 CONTENT: each of the supporting arguments is sufficiently backed up with relevant data, 
sources are adequate in quantity and number

___/10 CONCLUSION: should summarize main arguments, review the points made in the paper in
a general way, and perhaps discuss their broader implications, restate thesis

___/10 STYLE: grammar, spelling, eloquence, are the ideas in the paper expressed clearly

___/5 PARAGRAPHS: one point per paragraph, paragraphs are neither too long nor too short

___/5 MECHANICS: footnotes, bibliography, title page, etc.

Grading Criteria For Assignments
A
Independence of thought and/or research; critical appraisal of the relevant theories; 
comprehensive survey of relevant issues; well presented; sophisticated understanding of reading 
effectively incorporated; well referenced.
B
Some signs of independence of thought and/or research; a general knowledge of the relevant 
theories; comprehensive survey of relevant theories; satisfactory presentation; relevant reading 
effectively incorporated. Appropriately referenced.
C - D
More descriptive than critical or conceptual; adequate analysis but lacking clarity in parts; relevant 
reading but not always effectively used; failure to address some aspect of the question.
E
Narrow in conception; poorly argued; substantial failure to address the question; disorganised.
FX
Inadequate evidence of understanding; little evidence of a serious attempt; total failure to answer 
the question.


